
Preserving Mid C20 Landscapes 
Sarah Dickinson 
The news that a comprehensive development proposal for the 
Birds Eye HQ in Walton - on - Thames will see the demolition of, 
arguably, one of Surrey’s 1960s iconic buildings and its setting 
highlights the need for us to focus on our mid-20th century 
landscapes and to better understand their historic significance. 

It is timely that the Gardens Trust 
has launched a campaign to 
identify important designed 
landscapes from the mid- to 
late-20th century which are 
currently not included on the 
Register of nationally - significant 
sites held by Historic England on 
the National Heritage List for 
England. More details of how you 
can get involved in this campaign 
are set out below. 

The listing of the International HQ 
of Birds Eye in Walton - on - 

Thames as Grade II has not prevented its imminent demise. 
This was a pioneering 1960s bespoke commercial building, 
adopting an experimental holistic design approach which 
sought to integrate architecture and setting as a way to 
increase the perceptual experience of the whole.  
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Note from the 
Editor 

With many of the summer visits 
completed  and lots of news to 
share we thought that we 
would publish a Summer 
Newsletter this year to keep 
everyone up to date. 

Please do get in touch with  
any feedback you have. It is 
always good to hear from you. 

New Website Update 
Work is now in full swing to 
create a new website for the 
SGT. 

The website will enable us to 
communicate with our 
members more effectively. We 
are introducing a Current 
News section and there will be 
an online booking facility for 
our garden visits and lectures, 
for example. 

In addition, our extensive 
research and information on 
Surrey’s portfolio of historic 
designed landscapes will be 
more accessible. 

We very much hope to launch 
the new website in advance of 
the AGM in December. A new 
look logo and newsletter will 
accompany our launch.
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Landscaping was overseen by Philip Hicks who set the main 
building  elevation back across a lawn and behind a long 
rectangular pool which ran its length.  The striking facades of 
plate glass curtain walling, blue vitreous enamelled panels and 
repeating half hexagonal aluminium sections were designed to 

reflect in the pool below. The 
contrast of bold and 
experimental and elegant and 
tranquil set this apart as a 
valuable example of mid-20th 
century architecture and 
landscape. The building was 
listed Grade II in 1995 by English 
Heritage,  along with the John 
McCarthy sculpture depicting 
rising birds. There were also two 
internal courtyards with concrete 
menhirs and rectangular pools. 

So why the penguins you may 
ask?  Extraordinarily, in 1965, as 

part of a menagerie of flamingos, terrapins and alligators, the 
first two Humboldt penguins arrived from the Falkland Islands 
and they remained a feature of the Monolith Courtyard for well 
over a decade into the mid 1970s. 

This building and all the surrounding landscape is the subject 
of a long planning process. Apparently the main block’s 
loadbearing superstructure used now-banned High Alumina 
Cement while its façade fails to meet modern standards and 
this has left the building empty for over ten years. A 
consultation is on-going to demolish and replace the building 
and its landscape to provide residential accommodation and 
parking.  At this stage, the Twentieth Century Society, has 
expressed that it is not convinced the “exceptional 
circumstances” required for knocking down a listed building 
had been adequately demonstrated. 

The main proposal has indicated that the listed bird sculpture, 
courtyards and water features would be retained i.e in design 
as opposed to preserved as they envelope and enhance the 
iconic original building. 

If you have any thoughts about a Surrey 20th century 
landscape that might be relevant to the Gardens Trust 
Compiling the record - essential mid to late C20 Landscapes 
do get in touch. The Recording and Research Group will be 
considering potential sites in the coming months. The deadline 
for registering at http:/the gardenstrust.org is 31October 2017. 
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West Horsley Place            
Don Josey 
In February 2016, supportive 
comments were sent on behalf of 
Surrey Gardens Trust (SGT) to 
Guildford Borough Council about 
a proposed Opera House and 
associated works at West Horsley 
Place. A persuasive case had 
been made for this major project 
in the grounds of a Grade I listed 
building in formal gardens and a 
wider setting of considerable 
interest as designed and 
managed landscape. The Grange 
Opera proposals were being 
made in association with the 
Mary Roxburghe Trust to which 
Bamber Gascoigne had 
transferred the house and estate. 
The intention was to ensure the 
future conservation of the 
property - something that SGT 
could support.  

The Opera House was to be 
located in a small area of 
unmanaged woodland to the 
north of the house, close to but 
outside the formal gardens that 
could provide the setting for 
refreshment areas used on the 
limited number of performance 
days. The woodland area was 
previously meadow recorded in 
the 17th and 18th centuries as 
the Garden Pittles or Piddles, and 
shown as meadow in the Tithe 
Map of 1842. 

 Pool reflecting the geometry*

*Photographs from The London Gardener Vol. 3 1997/98

http://trust.org


West Horsley Place cont/.. 
Further north lay the Upper and Lower Lawns that were pasture land rather than manicured grass – all 
part of the progression of land uses as one moved further out from the house. 

The formal gardens, mostly walled, were and still are to the west and northwest, while the southern 
aspect provided the entrance forecourt and gave long views to the Sheepleas. The walled gardens are 
generally ascribed to the early 18th century when William Nicholas took “The lengths of several walks in 
ye garden at West Horsley” using a measuring wheel. He recorded an orchard, a kitchen garden, a 
Cross Walk, and part of a Moate gravel walk. The northern area is bounded by a serpentine or crinkle-

crankle wall shown on an undated estate plan 
that has been given a date of c.1735. 
Surprisingly William Nicholas does not record 
this unusual wall in his measurements nor 
mention it in his surviving memoranda. 

There were certainly earlier gardens from at least 
Tudor times but the transition to the 18th-
century features is uncertain. In Country Life in 
1939 G. C. Taylor wrote that “In its modern dress 
the garden bears little resemblance to its 
prototype in Tudor times, but there would seem 
little doubt that in its main lines it closely follows 
the old design…”. He went on to describe the 
gardens made by Lady Crewe in the early 1930s. 

The old walls, ancient fruit trees and box-edged paths provided the frameworks within the different 
enclosures of the garden. Paved walks and grassed paths were flanked by flower borders some for 
seasonal effect, others for a succession of blooms. Two enclosures were filled with roses.  

When the Duchess of Roxburghe inherited West Horsley Place in the 1960s the gardens were neglected 
after the property had been empty. No longer could 
seven gardeners be employed but rather only one with 
contractors to cut the lawns and trim hedges. However, 
many borders were replanted, and the framework of 
walls and hedges and walks retained to evoke the long-
established character.  

The use of these gardens as refreshment areas on opera 
performance days will give an impetus to replant borders 
and generally maintain the surroundings of the house 
that have suffered from benign neglect in recent years. 
Some new doorways in traditional style have been cut in 
the walls to help visitors get to and from the opera house 
and the gardens.  

The Grange Opera held its first performances in the new opera house at West Horsley in June this year – 
an amazing achievement just over a year from being given planning permission. The old house, its 
gardens and the wider estate now embark on a new venture some 800 years after the earliest reference 
to the third Sir Hugh de Windsor being granted “free warren in his two parks at West Horsley”. 
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West Horsley Place©grangeparkopera.co.uk

Plan of the gardens©grangeparkopera.co.uk

http://grangeparkopera.co.uk
http://grangeparkopera.co.uk
http://grangeparkopera.co.uk
http://grangeparkopera.co.uk


Campanulas and Delphiniums at 
Barnett Hill ©Anna Cade 2017  

White Garden at 2 Chinthurst Lodge 
- featuring Libertia grandiflora ©Anna 
Cade 2017 
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Highlights from the Summer Visits 2017 so 
far….. 

Barnett Hill Country House Hotel, Wonersh 
An overnight deluge with howling gales and a dismal forecast of 
blustery winds and more rain did not bode well for our day in 
Wonersh in early June.   However, the rain cleared just in time and our 
group of forty were treated to beautiful gardens. 

Here are some thoughts from Anna Cade on the visit to Barnett Hill… 

‘A strong first impression is created by the magnificent driveway 
through atmospheric parkland leading up to the hotel.  Here a 
contemporary planting of ornamental grasses cleverly separates the 
carpark from the building and then within the grounds you get a 
sense of the spirit of the garden as it will have been originally 
conceived, with formal gardens and extensive lawns divided by neatly 
clipped yews near the house, and winding paths at the outer edges 
enticing you downhill into informal woodland full of camellias and 
foxgloves. 

For more than two decades, and until very recently, Estates Manager, 
Della Connelly, has expertly cared for the 26 acres of parkland, 
woodland and formal grounds with a team of three gardeners and 
several volunteers, but now she has just one full-time gardener to 
assist her.  When the house was built by Frank Cook in 1905, there 
were fourteen gardeners looking after the grounds.   

Barnett Hill has just been taken over by a new hotel group (Alexander 
House) and the new phase in the site’s development was very much in 
evidence with the presence of builders.  We sensed that there is some 
uncertainty as to how much importance will be given in future to the 
gardens and the unusual planting schemes created by Della.  The 
faded but still impressive greenhouses are in much need of repair, but 
it seems they may be mostly demolished.  Consequently Della will be 
forced to buy in most of the plants, instead of growing on site.  
Hopefully this won’t compromise the wealth of unusual plants still to 
be seen in the various borders which give the gardens its individuality 
and atmosphere.   

The formal gardens still offered a beautiful and peaceful retreat with 
many different areas to enjoy.  A show-stopping herbaceous border 
runs parallel to the entire length of the back of the hotel, featuring 
mostly silver-leaved plants and dramatic architectural specimens 
including cardoons and giant thistles.   

The romantic pond garden enchanted with its bold plantings of a 
single variety of pink scented rose Comte de Chambord in full flower, 
though slightly rain-lashed, forming a backdrop to so-called ‘50p’ 
island borders, currently displaying annual bedding.  Della has 
exhausted every possible theme for planting schemes in these 
octagonal borders over the years and has finally decided to turf them 
over.’ 
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Highlights from the Summer 
Visits 2017 so far….. 

2 Chinthurst Lodge, Wonersh 
Anna also led the visit to 2 Chinthurst Lodge. 
‘After a relaxed lunch at Barnett Hill we 
travelled down the hill to 2 Chinthurst Lodge, 
with a garden on a much smaller scale.  The 
owners, Hilary and Michael Goodridge, 
however enjoy 7 hours per week of help from 
three gardeners in their one acre.  The 
tranquil setting, surrounded by fields and 
nestled close to wooded hills, belies the 
excitement of what is to be seen within the 
garden’s boundaries.  The house dates back 
to the 1700s, but again this is a garden that 
has not stood still in time. 

The owners have artfully divided the plot into 
individual ‘rooms’ each packed with delightful 
planting – there was so much to see that it felt 
much bigger than an acre.   Original features, 
such as two old wells and ancient espaliered 
apple trees in the kitchen garden are 
preserved but the owners have not been 
afraid to weave in new ideas, many inspired 
by other well-known gardens.  There is a mini 
version of Rosemary Verey’s laburnum walk, 
and the White Garden, based on that of 
Sissinghurst, was at its peak, sparkling in the 
sun.  A new area of the garden next to the 
fields is a peaceful Millennium garden with a 
central formal pond.  By the kitchen garden, 
cleverly concealing the greenhouse, were two 
stunning blue borders filled with a 
combination of delphiniums, campanulas and 
aconitum.    

Here we saw a garden which shows that if you 
put in the work, you reap the benefits.  The 
soil is richly nourished from a supply of 
manure from their own horses, so all the 
plants were huge, lush and floriferous, and 
showed barely a sign of the previous night’s 
storms.  

Both gardens demonstrated how with 
creativity and imagination, and excellent plant 
knowledge, custodians of a garden of historic 
significance can keep such a place fresh and 
exciting without compromising its original 
spirit.’ 

Loseley Park with Sheri Sticpewich 

‘After weeks of hot temperatures, SGT members relished the 
cooler temperatures while exploring the beautifully 
maintained gardens and house at Loseley Park.  We were 
treated to informative tours with extremely knowledgeable 
and experienced guides both inside the house and in the 
walled gardens.   The More-Molyneux family has owned 
Loseley Park since the beginning of the 16th century and 
many of the main entertaining rooms in the house are open 
to visitors.  Our guide was quick to point out the fine 
portraits, furniture, textiles and other works of art including 
the magnificent panelling from Henry VIII’s Nonsuch Palace.  
We also viewed the small bedroom where Elizabeth I chose 
to sleep on her many visits to Loseley.  Many of the SGT 
members were particularly curious about the restoration 
needlework of several of the main bedspreads on view. We 
also learned that Sir George More had extended the original 
house by adding a western wing (near the large Mulberry 
tree) that included a gallery 121 feet in length by 18 feet 
wide and a chapel.  Disappointingly, this was subsequently 
removed. 

The walled garden of 2.5 acres has been divided into a 
number of rooms including the Rose Garden with over 1,000 
rose bushes (which were looking and smelling magnificent 
at the time of our visit), a Flower Garden with mainly hot 
coloured planting and the White Garden with its beautiful 
array of white spires of digitalis, bountiful hydrangeas and 
silver and grey foliaged plants.  The Herb Garden and 
Organic Vegetable Garden were delightfully arranged with 
interesting varieties and companion plants.  The Herb 
Garden was particularly intriguing with its wide range of 
medicinal, culinary and decorative herbs, all conveniently 
labelled for the curious plants person.  Our garden guide 
talked about the extensive and necessary renovations to the 
moat and the continuing improvements to the neighbouring 
meadowlands.  We left well informed and well fed having 
rounded out our tours with tea and cake in the Tithe Barn.  
From the Tithe Barn and the front of the house one was also 
able to appreciate the magnificent landscape of the lakes 
and Surrey Hills – the threatening skies made the views all 
the more dramatic.’ 

The White Garden ©Sheri Sticpewich 2017



Some Fun Facts about West Dean Gardens: 

1. Zenith of West Dean kitchen gardens occurred during 
Edwardian times with the James family, who entertained 
the great and the good.  Demands of the kitchen were 
insatiable and required 23 gardeners – with 11 gardeners 
in the kitchen garden alone. 

2. West Dean has 13 glasshouses, 2 cold frames and a 
hot bed frame.  Foster and Pearson of Beeston, Notts 
built the majority of these during 1891-1900.  These have 
all been restored and offer 26 different growing 
environments from melon and cucumbers to ferns and 
orchids.  

3. The pinnacle of any glasshouse during this time was 
the ability to grow the Muscat grape and Evie James did 
just that for her desserts. 

4. Post-war the gardens experienced periods of 
dereliction but in 70s and 80s it was converted to a large 
garden centre. 

5. The two long flower borders in the kitchen garden 
have been in that position for over 130 years. 

6. King Edward VII and his wife, Alexandra, were 
frequent guests of William and Evie James at West Dean. 

7. King Edward VII transmitted the first ever 
international telegram by underwater cable to Canada 
from West Dean. 

8. William James was fond of hunting and had 
aubergine grown for a special vegetable recipe for 
shooting lunches.  (Sadly I wasn’t able to obtain a copy of 
this recipe). 
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West Dean Gardens 

On Tuesday, 11 July, 20 members were 
treated to a lovely two hour walk around 
the gardens exploring all the interesting 
and quirky features of the 90 acres of 
gardens and 240 acres of parkland, 
which have never looked more beautiful 
or tended than under the current 
stewardship of Jim Buckland, Sarah Wain 
and their gardening team. 

David Hanson comments: ’The highlight 
of a most enjoyable visit to West Dean 
was the Walled Garden with its 
magnificent flower borders, great variety 
of fruit and vegetables and a quite 
astonishing array of Victorian 
glasshouses, including some sunken 
ones of a kind not seen before. One of 
these contained the amazing array of 
chilli plants which is the foundation for 
West Dean's annual Chilli Festival, being 
held this year on 11-13 August.’ 

Cabbages in the vegetable garden at West Dean 
©Anna Cade 2017 

‘A garden with something for everyone; 
glasshouses, kitchen gardens, Victorian 
pleasure gardens, ancient cedars and 
rolling parkland that leads to the distant 
arboretum,’  comments Jacky Metuik.

Apple Store with herbaceous borders ©Anna Cade 2017



9. The pergola was designed by Harold Peto and is 100 metres long.  During the winter all the climbers 
(two climbers per 62 columns) are detached, pruned and retied.  This equates to one month’s work for a 
poor gardener. 

10. West Dean was famous for its trees with many of the trees planted by visiting monarchs and 
aristocrats.  Two large cedars were planted by the Duke and Duchess of York in 1901 and a third by King 
Alphonso of Spain.   

11. The cedar of Lebanon near the driveway 
edge is believed to be the one recorded by 
JC Loudon in 1838 and at the time they 
attributed its planting date to around 1748. 
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The SGT School Awards in action 

We were delighted to  be able to make an award of £200 to Dormansland Primary School in the Autumn 
last year when staff member Rachel Tofo applied to our award scheme. One of the nine awards we have 
made this year. 

Jean Thompson, on the SGT Schools Committee, went 
along to an Open Afternoon and it was lovely to hear 
from Rachel that it was our cheque, the first of their 
funding to be received, that spurred her on to 'make this 
happen’.  

Jean writes: ’They have done a wonderful job at 
implementing a range of planting beds utilising recycled 
materials such as tyres and sleepers.  They have a new 
potting shed and the landscaping sits very well in a 
corner of a lawned space.  The children were heavily 
involved in the design and the older ones nurturing the 
younger ones to pass on plant and gardening knowledge. 

Huge support from parents, local trades and local 
charities. 

It was a delightful visit and the headmistress, teachers and 
parents were enormously appreciative of our 
contribution.’ 

The Pergola in full bloom ©Anna Cade 2017
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Cherrill Sands (Chairman) cherrill@gardenhistory.co.uk 
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Surrey Gardens Trust.  Charity No. 1010787, a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England and 
Wales No. 2651007. Registered office: The Oriel, Sydenham Road, Guildford, Surrey GU1 3SR.  

A Member of the Gardens Trust 

Save the Dates 

AGM 2017 
 Saturday 9 December 2017 at 
11.30 a.m. 

The Old Barn Hall, 55 Church 
Road, Great Bookham, KT23 
3PQ 

Speaker: Jill Raggett on 
Japanese Gardens or The 
Japanese Lady Gardener 

Winter Lectures 2018 
at The Leatherhead Institute 
from 2.30 p.m. 

20 January 2108 
Katie Campbell - Persian 
Gardens Ancient and Modern 

17 February 2018 
Kate Felus - The Secret Life of 
the Georgian Garden 

10 March 2018 
Speaker tbc 

More details to follow in the 
Autumn Newsletter 

Repton  - Looking Ahead to 2018 

We would like to recognise and 
celebrate Repton’s work in Surrey in the 
Bi - Centenary year of his death with a 
number of events.  

We are at the early planning stage and 
are proposing to start the year with a 
trip to Hatchlands Park East Clandon in 
the Spring when we can explore the 
beautiful grounds with Repton’s Red 
Book in hand and enjoy the fabulous 
bluebell wood.   

As a legacy to the celebrations we would like to create a SGT Walking Guide to the 
Park highlighting original trees and designed landscape. 

We are also proposing to arrange a Repton study day in the summer so do watch this 
space.  

More information to follow. If you would like to get involved with these projects 
please do get in touch. 

In the interim, you might be interested in the National Trust’s 
Humphry Repton Photography Competition at: 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sheringham-park/features/humphry-
repton-photography-competition 

Bluebell Wood Hatchlands ©S Dickinson

Members enjoying Loseley 2017

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sheringham-park/features/humphry-repton-photography-competition
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