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NEWSLETTER 

The Deepdene: 
A Landscape Rediscovered  

Join us and do bring a friend for our Evening Autumn 
Lecture on Wednesday 2 October, 7pm for 7.30pm, 
Octagon Room, St Peter’s & St Paul’s Church, Godalming.  
Alexander Bagnall, the Parks and Landscapes Manager 
for Mole Valley District Council who has led the project 
to rescue the Hope Mausoleum on the Deepdene Estate 
since 2008 and is also Secretary of The Mausolea and 
Monuments Trust, is an excellent speaker and passionate 
on his subject. He is the author of The Deepdene: A 
Landscape Rediscovered published in 2019. 

The once famed Deepdene 
estate was thought 
completely lost to the ravages 
of time, having suffered the 
same fate as many great 
English country houses in the 
20th century. Its rediscovery 
and reopening has been one 
of the truly inspirational 
heritage success stories. 

Alex will share his extensive 
knowledge of the rich history 
of the Hope family whom 
were largely responsible for 
the creation of this English estate and talk about the unearthing 
of the Deepdene Trail and the extensive restoration of its 
remaining monuments by the local community. 

Books will be available for sale on the night for £12.00 with all 
proceeds to the Hope Springs Eternal Project.  

Full details and booking information is available 
through the website. 
www.surreygardenstrust.org.uk/events.  
We look forward to seeing you there.

Long Barn…a Potted History 
and looking to the future   
by Rebecca Lemonius, the current owner of Long Barn, 
Sevenoak Weald Kent

Those lucky members who were able to join 
the SGT visit in July to Long Barn in Kent, the 
former home of Vita-Sackville West and Harold 
Nicolson, will not be surprised to learn that 
Rebecca has extended her generous 
hospitality to share her passion and knowledge 
for this wonderful garden with our wider 
membership in the following article (on pages 
2 and 3) providing a brief history of this special 
garden, an insight into the garden today 
(including some heartfelt advice regarding 
Cydalima perspectalis (Box tree moth) which 
reached the garden after our visit) and some 
thoughts on what the future holds.  

http://www.surreygardenstyrust.org.uk/events
http://www.surreygardenstyrust.org.uk/events
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Rebecca Lemonius talking to the group © Sheri Sticpewich 2019

Long Barn…a Potted 
History and looking to the 
future…cont/… 

Long Barn is a Grade II * listed property and a Grade II 
registered garden.  The house is thought to date in part from 
the mid -14th century and folklore suggests it was the 
birthplace of William Caxton.  It was rescued from dereliction by 
Mrs Lillian Gilchrist in 1913, when she restored the house from 
farm workers’ accommodation to a single residence.  In 1915, 
Long Barn was acquired by Harold Nicolson, the author and 
diplomat, and his wife Vita Sackville-West, the poet, novelist, 
gardening writer and daughter of Lord Sackville of Knole.  The 
couple lived at Long Barn for fifteen years, owning the house for 
30 years.  Harold Nicolson designed the new wing during the 
First World War, using an old barn that stood below the house, 
giving the property the L-shaped appearance it has today.  

Vita wrote her famous poem The Land and her best selling 
book, The Edwardians at Long Barn.  She conducted her 
notorious affair with Violet Trefusis and wrote her 
autobiography of that period of her life, later published by her 
son, Nigel, as part of his book, Portrait of a Marriage.  Many 
interesting personalities visited the Nicolsons’ at Long Barn 
including Stephen Spender, Clive Bell, Lytton Strachey, E.M. 
Forster, Hugh Walpole, Roy Campbell, Charlie Chaplin, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Lady Ottoline Morrell and of course, Virginia Woolf. 

American aviators, Charles Lindbergh and his wife, Anne 
Morrow Lindbergh, rented the house from the Nicolsons from 
1936 to 1938. They came to England to escape the media-
circus following the kidnap and murder of their baby son. Their 
second child is remembered by villagers as being watched over 
by an armed bodyguard, while playing in the grounds and their 
third son was born at Long Barn.  Lindbergh later described his 
years at Long Barn as 'among the happiest days of my life’ and 
Anne Morrow Lindbergh has documented her time here in her 
fascinating book, The Flower and the Nettle.  

When they bought the house, Harold and Vita immediately set 
about creating an English garden from the partially overgrown 
fields.  What emerged was a number of terraces that structured 
and divided the garden giving it its current formal and classical 
feel.  Vita’s mother was very good friends with Sir Edwin 
Lutyens, who influenced the Dutch Garden and the 
development of parts of the house.  Other than this the 
resulting garden was a collaboration between husband and 
wife, no doubt influenced by Vita’s heritage. She grew up at 
Knole, which she described as nearly ‘4 acres of house.’ All the 
rooms at Knole had been her personal childhood playground. 
Long Barn was her first marital home in England and one can 
imagine where the drive to create 3 acres of garden rooms may 
have come from. Vita added an informal planting pattern, 
creating a very romantic and personal atmosphere.  It is here at 
Long Barn that the couple learnt to garden and Vita indulged 
her burgeoning and lifelong passion for plants, before they 
moved on and perfected their combined complimentary style 
at Sissinghurst. 

House borders © Sheri Sticpewich 2019

Long Barn across the lawn © Sheri Sticpewich 2019
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A Potted History and looking to the future…cont/… 

And our story so far… 

‘We bought the property from Sir Brandon and Lady Sarah Gough in 2007. The Goughs had carried out twenty years of careful 
renovation in the garden and we took it on in good condition. It was certainly more a decision of the ‘heart' than the ‘head' but that is 
of course what happens when you fall in love! There is no doubt that maintaining a private garden of this size and complexity needs 
to be a labour of love but it is also a privilege. We have both learnt so much on the journey and enjoyed almost every minute of it. 

Gardening, as you all know, is a fascinating mixture of art, craft and weighty science and the gardening world is full of generous 
spirits who share their collective knowledge. We spent the first few years getting our heads around general maintenance before 
taking on some improvements in the buildings and structures in the vegetable garden and changing the planting in the rock bank, 
which was an impenetrable mass of thorny berberis. Every year brings new challenges and also delights, especially in planting 
combinations. The best of which are often happy accidents. To those of you who were able to come this year, we hope you enjoyed 
your visit’. 

(Long Barn Gardens are open by appointment to groups of 10 or more)  

Rebecca and Lars Lemonius (rlemonius@icloud.com)

A post script…since our visit to Long Barn, Rebecca has shared news with us that they have been 
affected by the Box Tree Moth

Box Tree Moth 
‘We have been dreading the arrival of this devastating pest and unfortunately it 
pitched up last week. We set traps at the beginning of the season and these 
alerted us to the potential existence of caterpillars on the box when they started 
catching moths. The caterpillars are extremely hard to find but it is important to 
treat the box when they are at the small larval stage ie. before they can do too 
much damage, hence the importance of the traps. On searching we found them 
near the bottom and often in more shaded corners, on box hedges behind pots 
etc. Both the RHS and EBTS websites have very detailed information on how to 
combat the problem and our top tips are: 

1. Between May and October set box moth pheromone traps, use only the ones 
that are supplied with lures that last for the whole period (Source: Amazon or 
direct from sellers’ websites eg. Green Gardener) 

2. Once the traps start catching moths (see RHS and EBTS (https://www.ebts.org/
2016/05/box-tree-moths-plague/) websites for moth identification) thoroughly 
inspect box. The traps are an alert rather than an effective control. 

3. When caterpillars are found (hopefully in the small larval stage) spray with one 
of the biological controls, most are a bacillus and are very effective, there are also 
nematodes but I haven’t tried these (Source: Amazon or direct from sellers’ 
websites eg. Top Buxus). If you have a very small amount of box you could try 
picking them off, but be warned they are masters of camouflage, partly because 
they eat the box and are therefore the same colour! Use appropriate safety gear 
when spraying, as per the instructions on your product. 
www.safetecdirect.co.uk provide my spray suits, disposable mask FFP3 and 
goggles, all very reasonably. Sprayers you can pick up at most garden centres or 
online. 

4. Keep an eye out for further infestations, we have been advised to spray again in 
three weeks time. 

5. Do NOT plant any new box…there are fantastic alternatives that don’t get blight 
or caterpillars’. 

mailto:rlemonius@icloud.com
https://www.ebts.org/2016/05/box-tree-moths-plague/
https://www.ebts.org/2016/05/box-tree-moths-plague/
http://www.safetecdirect.co.uk/
mailto:rlemonius@icloud.com
https://www.ebts.org/2016/05/box-tree-moths-plague/
https://www.ebts.org/2016/05/box-tree-moths-plague/
http://www.safetecdirect.co.uk/
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A Tribute to Michael Edwards 
by Mary Caroe

The death of Michael has been a great shock and sadness to so many. Anyone 
who came across him in whatever capacity cannot have failed to be ‘entranced' 
by him. His enthusiasm knew no bounds especially in regards to Sir Edwin 
Lutyens, his love of life and particularly of his family of whom he was justifiably 
proud. 

He and Frances met at the University of Wales, Cardiff, where they were both 
reading architecture. On qualifying Michael had a short spell with the Welsh 
office before working for the next 21 years for the railways, first Southern 
Region, including Gatwick, Croydon and London Bridge stations. He became 
European architect for Waterloo International alongside Grimshaw. Following 
reorganisation he became regional architect for the Western region. Michael’s 
boyish enthusiasm for trains never left him! 

Frances at this time was working for herself in Lutyens’ Gardener’s Cottage at 
Orchards to which they moved in 1975 and which kindled their love of Lutyens 
and Jekyll and where Michael joined her as ‘Frances and Michael Edwards, 
Architects’. The cottage came with the old fruit and vegetable garden for the 
big house with espaliered fans of fruit trees and the greenhouse, beyond which 
was the kitchen garden which had been ‘dug up for victory’. With the help of 
the Lutyens historian Jane Brown they started a restoration based on ‘Barton St 
Mary’ which Jane thought was the closest example with dipping well and 
beautiful borders that they put back including the Jekyll ‘chained pergola’.                   
                              

How many Lutyens houses Michael worked on with his wife Frances always at his side, I know not, but it included the Tilford Institute, 
their first project working together, Folley Farm, for which they got an RIBA award, Marsh Court and Sullingstead to name but a few, 
and closer to home his charming ‘Summer House’ at Godalming Museum based on the one at Millmead, Bramley, and the museum 
garden, for it was not just the building fabric he embraced but the garden design and planting too. Every detail would be carefully 
studied and he might add a touch of his own idiosyncrasy such as the Lutyens’ solar topee on the garden gazebo at Sullingstead, or 
his brick paving ‘curlicue’ at Rake Court. His plantings would be ‘in the Jekyll manner’ endorsing a knowledge of her planting plans 
almost unparalleled but he remained modest.  

He would embrace any project whole heartedly and meetings were always filled with infectious laughter as Michael would digress 
and wave his arms around to emphasise some point until being brought back to the subject in hand! 

Michael was in the forefront of the setting up of the Surrey Gardens Trust (SGT) which was first mooted in 1989. An inaugural meeting 
for interested parties was held at Chilworth Manor by invitation of Lady Heald in March 1990. A Steering Committee was formed in 
which Michael played a very active part from the start. The SGT launch party was held at Great Fosters on 15 May 1991 and by June 
1991 there were 72 members. Michael became a member of Council, and representative of the Lutyens Trust, a position where his 
knowledge and enthusiasm were greatly appreciated until the pressures of work and other commitments forced him to stand down in 
2007. The SGT logo is derived from a Lutyens sketch of topiary at Orchards held by the RIBA and suggested by Michael. 

In 1993, as part of the celebrations to mark 150 years since the birth of Gertrude Jekyll, SGT organised an international conference at 
King Edward’s School, Witley, with a weekend of lectures and visits and this saw Michael sitting at the High Table for the dinner. In 
September of that same year workshops were held for Jekyll garden owners with Michael leading the one at Vann. Much later, in 
2013, there was the Jekyll exhibition at the Lightbox in Woking, curated with meticulous detail by Michael, including a paved floor to a 
Jekyll design and he was able to borrow a beautiful silk wall decoration made by Jekyll which had recently come on the market and 
had been bought by a client friend. 

It was entirely due to his efforts that the SGT was able to produce A3 size black and white drawings from the microfilms held at 
Godalming Museum of garden plans and letters in the Gertrude Jekyll Collection held at the Environmental Design Archives at the 
University of California, Berkeley, USA, so that they would be more readily available to study in the UK. Four of us sorted these boxes 
of drawings in Michael’s home, enjoying his and Frances’s hospitality over three weeks, and these were finally catalogued and bound 
and are available now at Godalming Museum, to which the SGT presented a leather-bound edition in 13 volumes, and a spiral-bound 
edition in 28 volumes for public use. 

Michael with us at the Open day in July 2018
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A Tribute to Michael Edwards cont… 
It was not long before Michael had in his sights to get high resolution digital copies made of 
Jekyll’s colour drawings of the Surrey properties from Berkeley at a cost of $23,000. To this end 
he approached charities, put the money he earned from lectures into the pot and in 2018 he 
asked if the Surrey Gardens Trust might be able to bridge the $7,500 deficit. A memorable 
meeting at Roysted followed and the SGT to Michael’s delight agreed  to finance this project so 
dear to his heart. The project was completed early this year and we have permission to attribute  
the archive to Michael in due course. 

Michael was a true expert in his field. A lecture he gave on ‘Bricks’ in 2017, one of a series 
organised by the Godalming Museum was delivered with great skill and illustrated with slides 
showing brick detailing that most of us would never have noticed but which Michael’s ever 
perceptive eye and camera caught. 

His passing is a huge loss to all who knew him and worked with him in whatever capacity and 
especially to Frances and his children and grandchildren. 

Save the Dates 

WINTER LECTURES 2020 

and note our New Venue 

Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall 
Woodfield Lane, Ashtead KT21 2BE 

at 2.30 p.m. 

25 January 2020 
Naoko Abe – Cherry Ingram: The Englishman 
Who Saved Japan's Blossoms 
 

15 February 2020  
Dr Katie Campbell – The Edwardian Gardens Of 
Harold Peto   

14 March 2020  
Vanessa Berridge – Kiftsgate: Three Generations 
of Women Gardeners 

Our congratulations to the volunteers at the landscape garden 
Painshill in Cobham who were recognised by the Visitor 
Experience Forum on the evening of 8 August, picking up the 
award for the best Volunteer Led Visitor Experience of the Year.   

If you would like to get involved and make a huge difference to 
Painshill as well as meet new friends, learn new skills and get 
outdoors, contact the Painshill team on 01932 868113.  

www.painshill.co.uk provides more information about visiting 
the beautiful 18th - century landscape garden.  

http://www.painshill.co.uk
http://www.painshill.co.uk
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George London’s Garden at Fetcham Park 
by Vivien White

I am a general historian and qualified historical researcher specialising in 17th and 18th century history. I have been researching the history of Fetcham Park 
as a personal project for nearly ten years as it is a small historic house that has a fascinating history. In 2013 I began to trespass into the specialised area of 
garden history when I realised that the first garden at Fetcham Park had been designed by the royal garden designer to King William II and Queen Mary II 
and then began to uncover the evidence that proved it. 

I put the evidence together in an article which was finally published in the Winter 2017 edition of Garden History. This was actually quite a brave (or you 
might say foolhardy) thing to do, as garden history tends to be quite a specialised discipline and I was really an interloper making new claims about one of 
the earliest garden designers.  Then this year on 11 May the Surrey Gardens Trust decided to have a long overdue Study Day on George London where I 
was able to present my findings, along with the garden historian Dr Sally Jeffries giving a knowledgeable talk about George London and Neil Cook who 
has recreated George London’s Garden at  Hanbury Hall. The hope is that the day will create more interest in George London and stimulate more research 
about him. 

Being an interloper to the area means that I was looking at George London with a fresh pair of eyes and my conclusions did not always tie up with what I 
had read about both him and his gardens.  Of course trained garden historians may disagree with them, but it is debate that leads to a better 
understanding of history in all areas. 

The main surprise to me at Fetcham Park was that whereas late 17th century and early - 18th century formal gardens are generally presented as 'closed in’ 
gardens that surrounded the house and did not take in the surrounding countryside, this was not what I found at Fetcham Park.  It was clear to me that the 
only reason that Arthur Moore, who built the house and commissioned the gardens, had chosen the site was for its topography.  Sited on a small hill above 
the River Mole it had wonderful views across the River Mole to the Epsom Downs.  It also had access to water to run the water gardens beloved of the day, 
albeit they were ¾ mile away and had to be brought up a steep hill.  The design of the gardens did not close off this view, but instead the house and the 
water gardens appear to have been constructed to take advantage of it. There is even evidence that either the edge of the garden was raised or the land 
below which was used as open fields was cut away so that the view from the garden went over it.  Here seemed to be the borrowed landscape of the later 
Landscape Movement. 

The design of the garden was somewhat different than the standard George London garden I had read about.  Instead of an integrated large formal 
garden area being behind the house, the formal water gardens were sited some way beyond it; they were quite simple in design and seemed to lead the 
eye through to the view beyond. The obligatory vegetable garden and orchards at the time were built on an inconvenient hillside to the side of the house, 
seemingly so they did not obscure the view from the house. 

My understanding was that parks and gardens at that time were not designed as an integrated whole for walking around.  They had tree lined walks but 
these generally led out into the park beyond. However, at Fetcham Park the whole small park and gardens appear to have been designed specifically with 
walks between the different gardens in mind.  Celia Fiennes in her visit (which I have somewhat controversially dated to between 1715 and 1717 – 
controversial because this is later than generally thought) describes her walk between the main formal water gardens and the vegetable gardens on 
specially built paths linking them.  Above the vegetable gardens at the top of the hill, where the best view of both the house and the view beyond the 
estate, was deliberately sited a seating area. 

At Fetcham Park we do not know exactly how much involvement George London had, but we do know a lot more than is known about his other gardens. 
We know he drew a plan as he mentioned it in a letter to Arthur Moore probably written in 1708 or 1709 before they met. We know he monitored the 
progress of the garden and wrote to Arthur Moore about it and therefore we assume that he visited it. We also know that it was Arthur Moore’s gardener 
with help from Arthur Moore’s brother Colonel Thomas Moore who organised the building of it using local labourers in the quiet time of the year and 
without George London’s plan in front of him.  It was probably George London’s last finished garden as he died in 1714 and it is quite likely that Arthur 
Moore had not paid his account as a copy of George London’s will was found in Arthur Moore’s papers.  

I still feel that more will be revealed about this garden. Although most of the garden has been built over it was only last year that I realised that yew trees 
planted as part of one of George London’s walks still remain. I am quite sure there is more to be discovered. 

The 1839 Tithe Map Courtesy of the Surrey 
History Centre

Extract from Roque Map 1776



�7

Leonardslee and the Rhododendron Fraternity 

by Sarah Dickinson

In May, we were treated to a fascinating tour of Leonardslee in West Sussex, guided by 
the Head Gardener,  Ray Abraham. While showing us the extent of the restoration of 
the gardens Ray also explained his own attachment to the gardens and I have lifted his 
words from their website to share with you:  

‘I first came here in 1977 with Sir Eric Savill and John Bond from Windsor Great Park 
and met the Loder family. A tour around the garden made a big impression on me as it 
seemed similar to the Valley Gardens at Windsor, which are very impressive too. 

The gardens at Leonardslee continue to fascinate me because of the incredible amount 
of history. Also the amount of work that it took for the Victorian plant hunters to create 
these incredible woodland gardens, Grade I registered. 

They now need to be kept and preserved not only for future generations to see but 
because of the botanic value of these plants in a world that unfortunately is destroying 
habitat on a global scale. 

We need to keep these wonderful gardens and their collections so that nothing is lost 
in the plant kingdom and future generations can marvel at the extraordinary lengths 
people went to, to retain the beauty of flowers that are so important to us all. 

This is still in my view the best example of a Victorian woodland gardens in this country.  

These gardens have immense value in the education of new generations of 
horticulturists. They offer a unique opportunity to learn about not only the plants and 
where they came from but also the history behind them.  

I can see in the future that examples of these plants may well be used in restocking 
areas of the world where they were native and have sadly become extinct.’ 

When the rhodondron came to the shores 
of Britain in the 19th century,  landscapes 
were adapted by a fraternity of enthusiasts 
in a desire to emulate the Himalayan 
mountain scenes described by the plant 
hunters, such as Hooker in his Himalayan 
Journals of 1854.  The head gardener at 
Tremough in Cornwall in 1898, explained 
how with the ‘Himalayan rhododendron 
culture’ at play, it is essential that: ‘to see 
them, as travellers have seen them in their 
native wilds, arrayed in magnificent 
splendour, he must first acquaint himself 
with the conditions under which they thrive, 
and then, as far as possible, become not a 
slavish but judicious imitator of Nature.’  
The Cornish climate was perfect and 
glorious valleys of rhododendrons 
emerged. The sheltered valley at 
Leonardelsee also provided Sir Edmund 
Loder with the ideal landscape.  

Rhododendrons in full bloom © Sarah Dickinson, 
Leonardslee, May 2019 

Illustration by Joseph Hooker from his Himalayan 
Journals 1854,  showing rhododendrons in 
blossom on the snow clad mountains

A view down the valley at Leonardslee © Sarah 
Dickinson, May 2019  
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Leonardslee and the Rhododendron Fraternity…/cont… 

So what was the Rhododendron Fraternity: who knew whom and where did they garden?

It is no exaggeration to describe the group of gentlemen who pioneered the cultivation 
of rhododendrons as a ‘rhododendron fraternity’ and it was this group which played 
such an important role in establishing the rhododendron landscapes and gardens of 
such significance today. From the mid - 19th century the movement began to take 
shape amongst Victorian landowners who, coupled with a genuine love of gardening, 
focused their wealth on the plant hunting explorations prolific at that time. 

It is no surprise that the first rhododendrons were grown in Cornwall as William Lobb 
(1809 - 1864), the first collector to be sent out by James Veitch & Co then based entirely 
in Exeter, was Cornish, the son of a gamekeeper on the Carclew estate, Cornwall. He 
went to North America in 1849 and while famously returning with Sequoia Wellingtonia 
he also collected the seeds of R.occidentalis for Veitch and they flowered in Britain for 
the first time in 1857 at the Veitch nursery. 

This brief notation is a symptomatic insight into how the fraternity evolved. Sir John 
Lemon (1748-1824) of Carclew is described as one of the fathers of gardening in 
Cornwall who subsequently encouraged his friends to experiment with Joseph Hooker’s 
(1817 - 1911) findings from Western China. James Veitch & Co was fully established in 
Chelsea from 1863, and grew rapidly to dominate the retail nursery business, including 
the cultivation of ‘American plants’ – principally rhododendrons and azaleas from their 
satellite nursery at Coombe Wood, Kingston. They bought and sold vast quantities and 
supported many of the nurseries founded in West Surrey in the latter half of the 
nineteenth century. In addition to the retail business Veitch also had an apprentice 
school for aspiring Head Gardeners and inevitably when they were subsequently found 
positions, they returned to Veitch to supply the estate they worked for. 

Henry Pochin (1824 -1895) was gardening at Bodnant, northwest Wales in 1875 and laid out his garden with the intention that so far as 
was climatically possible it would include rhododendrons. His daughter, Lady Aberconway (1890 - 1974) was in charge from 1909 when 
rhododendron planting at Bodnant started on the scale it is appreciated today, with the distribution of Wilson’s early Chinese 
rhododendrons by Veitch. It is the third generation Lord Aberconway (1879 - 1953) writing in 1947, who explains how subsequently 
seedlings came from the Arnold Arboretum and elsewhere from Ernest Wilson’s (1876 -1930) plant collector, later expeditions and in due 
course from Reginal Farrer’s (1880 - 1920), Francis Kingdon - Ward’s (1885 -1958), Joseph Rock’s (1884-1962) and George Forrest’s (1873 
- 1932) expeditions. Lord Aberconway employed Forrest’s collectors himself following Forrest's death.  

Returning to Cornwall, adjacent to Carclew was Caerhays owned by J.C Williams (1861 -1939). It is recorded that he grew rhododendrons 
from 1885 and Veitch invited him to experiment with Wilson’s seeds, both from the first collection (planted in 1905 – 6) and the second 
from 1918. J.C. William’s cousin P. D. Williams had a garden at Lanarth, Cornwall equally favourable for growing rhododendrons. 

Williams who, with Charles Ely (gardening in Norfolk ) and John Guille Millais, a painter naturalist and amateur horticulturalist who 
travelled extensively and gardened in Horsham, founded the Rhododendron Society in 1916 creating the portal which would allow the 
gifted amateurs, collectors, botanists and commercial nurserymen to come together to share their acquired knowledge. The British 
Society was the first specialist society, and it validated the discussion and work of enthusiasts all over the world. 

The members of the Society at its instigation give a clear insight into the spread of gardens where rhododendrons and azaleas were 
already a key element in the early-20th century. Invited to join the new group were gardeners Major A Dorrien-Smith of Tresco, George 
Johnstone of Trewithen, Cornwall, Dame Alice Godman of South Lodge, Horsham, Sussex, Gerald Loder (Lord Wakehurst) of Wakehurst 
Place, Sir Edmund Loder of Leonardslee, Lieutenant Clarke Stephenson of Borde Hill, Sussex, Edward Magor of Lamellenin Cornwall, 
Kenneth McDowell of Logan, Stranraer, south western Scotland, Lieutenant Colonel Rogers of Riverhill, Kent, Sir John Llewellyn of 
Penllaergaerin Wales, John Nix and Charles Nix of Tilgate, Surrey, Sir Herbert Maxwell of Wigtownshire, H.Armytage Moore of Rowallane 
in Northern Ireland, the Earl of Stair, Lochinch, Sir John Stirling Maxwell of Pollok, near Glasgow, the Marquess of Headfort of 
Kilmacurragh in Ireland and Sir George Holford of Westonbirt, Gloucestershire. By 1920, Mrs Cuthbert of Beaufort Castle, Lionel de 
Rothschild, Exbury Gardens, and Eustace Wilding of Wexham Place were members and in 1922, Sir John Ramsden of Muncaster, Henry 
McLaren (later 2nd Lord Aberconway) of Bodnant in Wales and J.B. Stevenson of Tower Court joined the select group; a total of twenty 
five. 

Stunning colour in the glades at Leonardslee     
© Sarah Dickinson, May 2019  
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Leonardslee and the Rhododendron Fraternity…/cont… 

This is a list of ‘Who’s Who’ at this moment in the historiography of the rhododendron and azalea culture and the common factor of 
wealth and influence in this pre war period is more than evident. The Society arranged lectures and through its Notes and Year Books 
circulated detailed analysis of cultivation and growing methods as well as providing a platform for the plant collectors to comeback from 
the field and share their knowledge of the geography and conditions of where the plants were found and their native habits. When the 
group’s activities attracted widespread interest the members created the Rhododendron Association to accommodate, while the original 
Society remained a private group meeting regularly for dinner to exchange views until it disbanded in 1951. The discussion in the 
context of the landscaping of the rhododendron and azalea as to how knowledge was shared and ideas developed and copied on the 
methodology of the landscaping of the new plants is supported by these relationships alone. The original honorary members of the 
Society were Professor Bayley Balfour (became Sir Isaac), Regius Keeper of the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh and W.J.Bean, Curator 
at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, two great collectors, E.H. Wilson and George Forrest and an eminent older gardener, Clara Mangles 
of Inchmarlo, Royal Deeside, neighbours to Balmoral. This initial group was extended to include the Director of Kew, Sir David Prain, Sir 
Frederick Moore, Director of the National Botanic Garden in Dublin, and Professor Charles Sargent of the Arnold Arboretum, Boston. 

This eminent group indicates an essential intent on the part of the Society and 
subsequently the Association to establish a series of the species when new 
collections were arriving, being cultivated, hybridised and distributed at an 
astonishing speed at this time. The botanists worked together to create descriptive 
lists and their work culminated in the publication by the Society in 1930 of The 
Species of Rhododendron compiled by J. B. Stevenson, the first attempt at a 
botanically reputable monograph on the genus. This remained valid it is thought 
until the post war revisions of Dr MacQueen Cowan and Mr Davidian in the 
Rhododendron and Camellia Year Book. This was a private publication funded by the 
members and distributed among them. 

The Association under the stewardship of Lionel de Rothschild (1882 - 1942) banker 
politician and horticulturalist, as President, assisted by Admiral H. Walker-Heneage- 
Vivian (1871 - 1952) , J. B. Stevenson and Mr Gurney Wilson until 1939, had an open 
membership and reached in excess of four hundred, many from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. The particular focus must be on the new President who not only 
had considerable resources at Exbury but also had contacts across the globe. The 
Association’s success and international renown during its relatively short life are 
thought to be in large part due to the generosity, energy and dedication of this one 
man. Lionel’s wife presented a paper in 1954 of ‘Exbury Reminiscences’ and it paints 
a charming picture of a member of a wealthy family of international repute who was 
an individual interested in all the arts, a great connoisseur – even in food and drink, 
and a man who apparently lived moderately himself but was enormously generous 
to his guests. Exbury was a lifetime passion and he wanted to share that passion with 
like minded men and not just gentlemen of his material wealth. His wife’s notes/

memoirs indicate that he was equally at ease with horticulturalists, experts in their 
field, as with leading politicians of the day. This will go some way to explaining how a group of men came together to promote the 
rhododendron and to explore how they could perfect it and show it to best advantage as well as provide tenacious commentary on the 
species for it to be fully understood for generations to come. 

He was also a great friend of Lord Aberconway who was President of the Royal Horticultural Society from 1931 and this resulted in close 
collaboration between the two groups to promote the genus and encourage its use. It was Lionel de Rothschild who introduced the Year 
Books encouraging articles written for the gardener rather than the botanist. Gardeners had never before had this type of information in 
such a compact form, sharing hybrid details, experiences in growing, tips on hardiness, alerts to pests and a shared joy in horticulture. 
However, the most original and influential idea for gardeners and nurserymen were the trials of new hybrids. From 1928, these were 
carried out at Exbury. Plants from trade and amateurs were monitored and recommended to the Royal Horticultural Society. In 1938, the 
trials were transferred to the RHS garden at Wisley were they continue today. 

Another innovation and again a reminder of the considerable importance of the rhododendron as part of the gardening revival during 
this period, was the Rhododendron Show, held at the RHS Floral Hall and subsequently Vincent Square, London. These played an 
essential part in the display of the species and are referred to frequently in the historic commentary. 

Sir Edmund Loder (1849 - 1920) Undated Photograph 
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Save the Date 

AGM and Christmas Lunch  
on 14 December 2019 

The Old Barn Hall, Great Bookham, KT23 3PQ 
at 11.30 am 

We are delighted to announce our speaker, Michael Symes, 
who will be talking to us on the subject matter of his new 
book, The English Landscape Garden: A Survey 

Leonardslee and the Rhododendron Fraternity…/cont… 

The Association didn’t survive the war as Lionel de Rothschild sadly died in 1942 and, following the war, Lord Aberconway was 
committed to the Royal Horticultural Society as its President. No one was prepared to pick up the mantle. This is when the 
Rhododendron Group merged within the RHS. This did not signify the end of the rhododendron culture as might be gleaned from 
earlier historiographical commentary of this period. Modernism was the new world but as already discussed the penetration of the 
appeal of this exotic cannot be underestimated. The first of a series of twenty-five Rhododendron Year Books was published in 1947 
when the first global Conference was arranged to be held in London in 1949 attended by horticulturists and botanists from across the 
world. During the Conference there were a number of day excursions and a tour of British Rhododendron Gardens. This gives an 
excellent insight into the gardens most active and then associated with the innovators of the rhododendron movement. Not only does 
this indicate which gardens were considered to be the ‘show gardens of the moment’ but it also reinforces the interaction between the 
fraternity members in creating the gardens. It is an added bonus that the reaction of the American guests is also recorded in the Journal 
of the American Rhododendron Society.  

The 1949 Rhododendron Tour visited the gardens at Tower Court, Ascot, created by J.B. Stevenson, Leonardslee, Wakehurst Place and 
the RHS gardens at Wisley. They then moved on to Exbury, Minterne, Dorset, Caerhay’s Castle, Penjerrick, Trengwainton, Trewithen, 
Heligan, Tregothnan all in Cornwall and finally to Bodnant in north Wales. 

Much of the commentary is associated with the species, hybrids and very often the longevity of the plants and the height that they have 
achieved. As a consequence the response to the tour is not here recorded in any detail, it is merely mentioned to highlight where 
gardens had matured and were presenting sustained and established landscapes created in the early-20th century. 

Finally as a further reinforcement of the global interaction of the fraternity, it is appropriate to mention the International Dendrology 
Union, formed in 1952 to foster the cooperation between dendrologists all over the world and to coordinate their action. The number of 
members was limited to the principal dendrologists of each country. Amongst the founder members were a number of the 
‘rhododendron fraternity’, including Lord Aberconway, Col. Sir Edward Bolitho, Trenwainton, Cornwall, Dr J.M. Cowan, Lord Digby of 
Minterne, Dorset, Major Dorrien-Smith of Tresco, Charles Eley, Norfolk, Sir Giles Loder of Leonardslee, Edward de Rothchild, Exbury and 
E.H. Savill, Windsor Great Park. There were two notable additional British founder members, namely Dr Wilfred Fox of Winkworth 
Arboretum and Captain McEachern of Villa Taranto, Pallanza, Italy. 

Through Dendron the IDU published communications and original articles to show the dendrological activities. These included tours of 
gardens and once again the records are a valuable source of description and appreciation of the gardens visited. A visit to Southern 
England in October 1960, notably visited Leonardslee, Nymans, Winkworth Arboretum, Sheffield Park, Wakehurst Place, the Savill 
Garden and Westonbirt Arboretum. The Cornish Gardens of note were of such number at this time that a separate visit of fourteen 
gardens worthy of dendrological study was arranged.  

I hope that this has provided a window into the extraordinary history of the rhododendron gardens throughout Great Britain. We are very 
fortunate to have so many on our doorstep here in Surrey.  
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Directory 

President: Dame Penelope Keith, DBE, DL  

Sarah Dickinson (Chairman) chairsurreygt@gmail.com 

David Hanson (Treasurer) dwhanson@btinternet.com 

Michael Craft (Membership Secretary) membershipsgt@gmail.com 

Sheri Sticpewich (Events Organiser) eventssgt@gmail.com. 

Sarah Dickinson (Editor) chairsurreygt@gmail.com. Tel: 07966271164 

M25/A3 Wisley Interchange 
Update from Don Josey

The Development Consent Order (DCO) for the M25 junction 10/A3 Wisley interchange improvement was published on 26 July 2019 
and we have submitted a Representation in response in conjunction with the Gardens Trust. There are approximately 140 documents 
associated with this application on line and deciphering the relevant content in Statements of Significance, Noise Surveys, Notes of 
meetings with Historic England, etc. has been a huge task for Don Josey on behalf of the SGT.  The general conclusion reached is that 
after the many months of discussion and consultation the Order has taken the concerns of stakeholders into account and the impact 
on the Register sites at RHS Wisley and Painshill Park has been reduced and does not involve serious harm. There is clearly more for 
Painshill Park Trust to do in achieving a proposed replacement western access and we need to support them in that. They will also be 
negotiating boundaries and landscaping as part of the land purchase procedures.    

The GT/SGT Representation is available to view online. It is in a required bullet format and set out here for your ease of reference:    

• Acknowledge the design changes that have been made to reduce the physical and other impacts on the Registered Parks and 
Gardens sites at RHS Wisley and Painshill Park (especially in relation to the Gothic Tower).  

• Note the positive discussions that have taken place with RHS and Painshill Park Trust. 

•  Note the Statements of Significance for the two sites and broadly concur with their conclusions. 

• Accept that the Register area of Painshill Park to the north of and outside the Painshill Park Trust ownership is of a lesser overall         
significance. 

• Note that the proposals affecting this lengthy area alongside the A3 have been carefully considered and subject to change. 

• Note that the assimilation of the new boundaries with structures and landscaping will be the subject of further detailed 
consideration with land owners as part of purchase procedures and in final construction details.  

• Note that the topsoil storage area within the Painshill Park Register area will be restored to pre-existing condition. 

• Strongly support the Painshill Park Trust in their requirement for a replacement access at the western end of their ownership for both 
emergency and land management purposes. Note that this was provided for in earlier proposals without significant impact on the 
Register area.  

The next step is that Highways England must certify to the Secretary of State it has complied with its notification obligations. After this 
the Secretary of State will appoint the Examining Inspector(s) responsible for examining the application ('the Examining Authority' ). 
The Examining Authority will then carry out an Initial Assessment of the Principal Issues arising on the application by 27 September 
2019, which is 21 days after the last day for submitting representations.  

Surrey Gardens Trust.  Charity No. 1010787, a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England and Wales No. 2651007. 
Registered office: The Oriel, Sydenham Road, Guildford Surrey GU1 3SR A Member of the Gardens Trust 
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