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NEWSLETTER 

Evening Autumn Lecture 
with Richard Bisgrove 

Gertrude Jekyll: Artist, 
Gardener, Craftswoman

Wednesday 3 October,  

7 for 7.30pm  

eventssgt@gmail.com 

 Bisgrove is an accomplished lecturer and has 
written seven books on aspects of garden 
design and garden history, including The 
National Trust Book of the English Garden and 
The Gardens of Gertrude Jekyll. His latest book, 
Gardening across the Pond was released in 
September 2018. He is a consultant on the 
restoration and management of historic 
gardens including most recently the Royal 
Botanic Garden in Madrid. In 2004, Richard was 
awarded the Veitch Memorial Medal by the 
RHS for ‘outstanding contribution to 
horticultural education, garden design and 
plant research.’ He is an Honorary Fellow of the 
Kew Guild. 

Jekyll Digitisation 
Project Update 

We had a wonderful response to our Open Garden Event on 1 July. A 
huge thank you to all members who came along on a hot summer's day to 
support. We raised  £1,500 on the day and with donations made following 
our wider appeal and publicity we met our target of £4,000. The work to 
copy digitally Gertrude Jekyll’s drawings and papers held at UC, Berkeley, 
is well underway and due to be completed by 31 December 2018. A huge 
thank you to Michael Edwards for initiating and working so hard on this 
project. 

We are hugely grateful to the support of Surrey Bees, Toast, Marina 
Christopher of Phoenix Perennial Plants, Taurus Wines, and local sculptor 
David Paynter, all of whom joined us on the day. We also had wonderful 
raffle prizes donated by Squires Garden Centre, Loseley House, West 
Dean College, the Grange Festival, Hampshire and Grange Park Opera, 
West Horsley, Ros Wallinger of Upton Grey,  Riverford Organic Farmers, 
the Hannah Peschar Sculpture Garden and Cherfold Cottage Flowers of 
Chiddingfold as well as many private donations.  

There are further examples of Jekyll’s drawings, papers and photographs 
relating to Surrey gardens archived in the UK and we would like as a Trust 
to complete this project by cataloguing these to create a record of 
everything that we are aware exists and as far as is possible, ensuring that 
they have been copied digitally and made available to view for research 
purposes going forward.  

Further details will follow in the November Newsletter and at the AGM. 
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Upcoming Events 

The Deepdene Trail 

Deepdene Avenue, Dorking 
Limited Places Available 

On Saturday, 6 October at 10am we will be embarking 
upon an exciting tour of the magnificent restorations of 
part of the original Deepdene Estate in Dorking.  The 
Deepdene Estate came to prominence in the mid-17th 
century when the Hon. Charles Howard inherited the 
estate in 1652.  In this natural steep-sided valley, he 
created one of the earliest Italian-style gardens in 
England.  His grandson, Charles, built a grand Palladian 
mansion 116 years later on the estate.  Its unique setting 
attracted Thomas Hope, a very wealthy Dutch ‘arbiter of 
taste’ to purchase the estate some 156 years after Charles 
Howard’s inheritance.  The estate reached its peak during 
the time of Thomas Hope and his son, Henry.  Thomas 
Hope was a well-known designer, author and artist in the 
19th century.  He expanded the estate and developed the 
picturesque landscape, which is remembered today.  
Sadly, Henry’s grandson Lord Francis Clinton Hope 
declared bankruptcy by the beginning of the 20th century, 
necessitating the breakup of the estate and the famous 
Hope art collection.  After decades of disrepair, the house 
was demolished in 1969 and the grounds left forgotten 
until funds were secured for the development of the 
Deepdene Trail.  The project, Hope Springs Eternal, led by 
Mole Valley District Council received a Heritage Lottery 
Fund grant of £1 million and was further supported by a 

Coady, a Coade stone lion cast of one of two original 
Coade stone lions that sat in Thomas Hope's glorious 
gardens at the Deepdene Estate

range of partners including Surrey Gardens Trust, Dorking 
Museum, Dorking Golf Club, Mausolea & Monuments Trust, 
to name but a few.  
  
We will have a guided tour with Alex Bagnall, Hope Springs 
Eternal Project Manager, Mole Valley District Council.  The 
Hope Mausoleum, the last complete surviving building of the 
estate and the final resting place of Thomas Hope, will be 
open to visit as well.  We will walk approximately 3 miles of 
the trail.  You will be in for a treat and the view from the 
Terrace should be breathtaking as autumn colours start to 
emerge. 

Repton Revealed: The Art 
of Landscape Gardening 

Garden Museum, Lambeth 
Our final event paying tribute to Humphry Repton (1752 – 
1818) and his considerable skills as the 18th century 
‘landscape gardener’ is a visit to the Garden Museum on 7 
November to explore their exhibition celebrating his rare and 
beautiful Red Books. 

This exhibition brings together Red Books and watercolour 
paintings, many never publicly displayed before, to celebrate 
the bicentenary of his death.  23 Red Books will be on display, 
so named by Repton due to the distinctive red leather 
bindings he favoured. Very few remain, and this exhibition 
reunites the largest number of Red Books in one place in 25 
years. 

The exhibition will also look at Repton himself, discussing his 
comparatively late start in landscape design (at the ripe old 
age of 36) and his determination to carry on designing and 
gardening from a wheelchair after a tragic carriage accident. 

Repton Revealed includes objects from around the world, and 
from public and private collections, including the Royal 
Collection Trust, the British Library, Royal Academy of Arts and 
The Oak Spring Garden Foundation. 

As well as seeing the Red Books and other Repton 
watercolours, the exhibition will include a specially 
commissioned digital animation of Armley, a Repton Garden 
in Leeds. This allows visitors to step inside and experience the 
magic of Repton’s designs. 

If you haven’t booked to join us already for 
either of the above events, please contact 
Sheri at eventssgt@gmail.com to do so.   

mailto:eventssgt@gmail.com
mailto:eventssgt@gmail.com
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Gunter’s Land Measuring Chain 
by Martin Cole
My comments on this subject are prompted by Beryl Saich’s article about 
John Rocque the map maker which appeared in the SGT Newsletter No. 52 
(April 2018). 

Beryl wrote that the surveying work done by Rocque involved him pushing 
his wheeled perambulator to measure the ground in chains and that one 
revolution of the wheel was one chain. As a chain is 66 feet long there is 
clearly something not quite right here and it may be that the fraction 1/10th 
had got left out i.e. one revolution was 1/10th chain or 6.6 feet. This would 
give a wheel diameter of 25.2 inches, not too dissimilar to the 26” bicycle 
wheel. All this is a bit academic because there was some mechanism which 
transmitted the revolutions of the wheel to a dial which was calibrated to 
show the distance travelled.  

I looked up the definition of perambulator in my Imperial Dictionary, Blackie 
& Son, Paternoster Royal London, MDCCCLXIII (1863): 

‘An instrument or wheel for measuring distances to be used in surveying or 
travelling; called a ‘pedometer’. It consists principally of a wheel upon which it 
runs, and an index which shows the number of turns of such wheel reduced 
into miles, furlongs, poles and yards. It is sometimes attached to the wheel of 
a carriage to register the number of turns of the wheel. When so applied it is 
generally termed a ‘way wiser’. One of the definitions of ‘perambulation’ was 
given as a ‘travelling survey or inspection’. 

Amongst my collection of things of interest (to me!) I have a surveyor’s chain. 
It was given to me by my daughter as a birthday present a long time ago and 
I think she found it in an antique shop in Dorking.  

As so few people have even seen a surveyor’s chain I thought I would take 
mine along to the Humphry Repton Study Day in May at Hartsfield Manor and 
Betchworth House. Surely a surveyor’s chain would have been used to make 
scale maps of the estates for which Humphry Repton was going to suggest 
new landscape designs -  there seemed to be a possible connection.  

With the help of surveyor SGT member, Michael Craft (it is heavy) we laid all 
66 feet of it on the lawn at the side of Betchworth House. Much interest was 
shown with lots of questions about its use, who invented it and when, what 
was the significance of its length, how was it divided up, how did it relate to 
other measurements of length such as the yard, the pole, the furlong and of 
area, the acre. I thought I would attempt to answer some of these questions. 

The chain was invented in 1620 by the Rev. Edmund Gunter, an English 
clergyman and mathematician and hence became known as Gunter’s Chain. 
It is described in the above Imperial Dictionary as: 

‘The chain in common use  for measuring land, according to the true or 
statute measure; so called from the name of its inventor. The length of the 
chain is 66 feet, or 22 yards, or 4 poles of 41/2 yards each; and it is divided 
into 100 links.’ 

Images in order top to bottom: (1) Diagrammatic representation of the Gunter’s 
Surveyor’s Chain with at (2) one end of the surveyor’s 66 feet long chain showing 
a brass handle and the first of two brass ‘tally’ markers at 10 and 20 links. (3) Shows 
the brass swivel handle at each end. Measurements taken from outer edge handle. 
Overall length of chain 66 feet. (4) A close up ‘link’ with two iron ‘toggles’. The 
length of the link is measured between the two centre iron rings marked here with a 
toggle.
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Gunter’s Land Measuring Chain 

cont… 
At each end of the chain there is a brass swivelling handle and every 10th 
link is marked by a brass tag or tally with a varying number of points to 
indicate its position until the centre of the chain is reached. Here a plain 
round brass tag is attached beyond which the tags are attached in mirror 
image of the first half so the chain could be used from either end, the full 66 
feet being over the outside of the handles. Care had to be taken to ensure 
the iron links were in a straight line, this being facilitated by three small chain 
links between each long piece of iron rod and swivel links at three positions. 
Hopefully all this will be made clearer by reference to the diagram and the 
photographs I have taken of the chain.  

There is one aspect of the design which is a little baffling. At intervals there 
are pairs of pieces of iron, which I am going to call toggles, which have 
been inserted into adjacent chain links. The ends of the toggles have been 
hammered (by the blacksmith maker?) after insertion to stop them falling 
out. What is their function? – some kind of marker to help ‘read’ the chain? 
The first pair of toggles is between links 2 and 3, the second pair between 
links 7 and 8, i.e. two links after the brass tally and the third pair between 
the links 12 and 13, i.e. 2 links after the first brass tally! The fourth pair is 
between 17 and 18 where the pattern changes to toggles being 2 links 
before the brass tally and 3 links after. Then to confuse things even more 
there are no toggles between 93 and 94, three links after the tally (?fallen 
out). The last pair of toggles is the same as the first pair, being between 
links 98 and 99, i.e. two links from the brass handle. Probably only the 
mathematically minded amongst you have got this far! Are any SGT 
members code breakers? Another presumably useful quirk in the system is 
the fact that between each straight iron link there are 3 iron chain rings and 
the toggles are always threaded through the first and second or, when 
reading the chain from the other end, the second and third.  

One can now appreciate that it was a skilled job measuring with a chain 
and would have involved two people to manoeuvre the chain and 
meticulously record the number of links between iron hoops which were 
pushed into the ground to mark the beginning and the end of the 
measurement. It was fairly straight forward to lay out my chain on a paved 
terrace and fairly easy on Lady Hamilton’s mown lawn but it would be a 
different story on an undulating meadow or worse still in scrub land. We 
must admire those who toiled away for over 300 years measuring our 
countryside in chains for conversion to acres and to think that all the 
thousands of miles of railways were also, measured in chains. Remember 
this when you next take a train journey! 

It is probably not surprising that the chain was eventually superseded by 
more convenient methods of measuring. I have two Raborne flexible steel 
measures, both 100ft in length and each contained in a spool in a leather 
bound box with a central brass rotating handle to aid rewinding the 
measure. One measure is of steel, marked in feet and inches and showing 
some signs of rust. The other is of stainless steel, marked ‘rustless’, again in 
feet and inches but interestingly on the reverse side it is also marked in 
links (as in chain links of 7.92 inches). Unfortunately this rustless steel 
measure is very springy making it difficult to handle and has serious kinks 
and some joins! Both measures are marked on the leather cases ‘John 
Raborne & Sons, Birmingham England’. The Ordnance Survey has a 
sophisticated ways of compensating for sloping ground but this is another 
subject.  

Images continuing  in order top to bottom: (5) Brass marker 
tally. This one has three points meaning that it is 30 links from 
one end. (6) Brass centre tally. This plain brass tally marks 
the centre of the chain, i.e. at 50 links. It is attached to a swivel 
link to help avoid twisting. This swivel link is 7.92”, i.e. the 
same as the basic links. (7) Rabone flexible ‘rustless’ steel 
measure. In leather covered case with centre brass winding 
handle. 100 feet No. 418R. Also marked in links. 
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Brookwood Cemetery reveals its history 
by Helen Parvin
Margaret Hobbs of the Brookwood Cemetery Society welcomed us on a warm sunny September afternoon to the largest cemetery in the 
UK, founded in 1854. She stopped at several places en route to explain the history of the cemetery, the plantings and to tell us of the 
stories behind some of the monuments.

Brookwood Cemetery is a Grade I listed site on the Historic England Register of Historic Parks and Gardens located a few miles from 
Woking. The tour started at the lake in the Glades of Remembrance where much clearance work has been done of late and replanting 
works around the lake were being carried out whilst we were visiting. This area, opened in 1950, is retained for cremated remains. 
Woking Borough Council owns some 200 acres of the cemetery and its responsibility for the upkeep has seen massive clearance of 
rhododendron plantings allowing clear views of the grave markers and monuments. There is no shooting allowed for the control of 
wildlife so all the heathland and countryside creatures abound. The specimen trees are plentiful and varied with giant sequoia that were 
planted alongside the railway which brought the dead from London to be buried there, much in evidence.

By the mid 19th century the volume of London’s dead due to cholera and unsavoury conditions was of great public and political concern. 
The London Necropolis & National Mausoleum Company was formed in 1852 and acquired 2000 acres of Woking’s common land. 
Some 500 acres was planted and laid out for the ‘London Necropolis’ as Brookwood Cemetery was formerly known. A private station 
adjacent to Waterloo station was built with a direct rail line taking coffins and mourners to the cemetery. Margaret and her team passed 
around many historical pictures and photos to our group, at all our stops during the tour. Funeral trains ceased running after the 
Necropolis Company’s station in London was bombed in 1941; the line has since been removed. 

We were also treated to the interior of the Church of St Edward the Martyr where one of the resident monastic clergymen addressed us 
to explain about the services held and the wealth of iconography covering the walls. 

There are many famous people buried at Brookwood; we visited some of the notables. Burials are not uniformly laid out; quite a contrast 
to the war graves commission military graves on the northern side of the cemetery. All religions are catered for and there are green and 
woodland burial spaces too.

The tour was customised to include the newly cleaned and conserved gravestones to those who had received the Victoria Cross. Many 
parts of the tour triggered emotional responses. 

Church of Saint Edward the Martyr; Orthodox Russian services 
held here. 

Grade II listed Carrara marble memorial statue to Elaine, Lady 
Falkiner (d.1900). Mason unknown. The near-life size, 
barefooted figure is dressed in a Grecian dress. South African 
Lady Falkiner died from illness contracted while running a 
military hospital during the Boer War.  
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A Snapshot of Headley Court Garden 

by Gill Clarke, member of Avon GT and the GT Conservation Committee
You may be familiar with the Defence Medical Rehabilitation Centre (DMRC) at Headley Court, near Leatherhead. The DMRC is in 
the process of closing and moving away from Surrey. Since 1947, the Mansion with its surrounding garden and grounds has been 
regarded as a private retreat for the purposes of rehabilitation and recovery. Before that, however, it was the home of the Cunliffe 
family. 

The Mansion at Headley built in the ‘neo-Jacobean style’ was commissioned by Walter Cunliffe. The Cunliffe family wealth is said to 
have come from investments in 19th-century railway developments. When the family moved south Walter was given the farmhouse 
on the estate which dated from the early 1800s and was known as Headley Court. The gift included the surrounding parkland of 
some 300 acres including a working farm. Photographs from the 1880s show a relatively modest, double fronted building, with a 
tile-hung upper storey and central doorway. Cunliffe, who was to become the Governor of the Bank of England from 1913 to 1918 
and was knighted in 1914, commissioned Edward Warren as architect for his new home, to be built on exactly the same site as the 
farmhouse. 

Edward Prioleau Warren was articled to the office of G.F. Bodley and worked alongside Francis Inigo Thomas. Warren was a 
member of the Art-Workers Guild and became Master in 1913. Thomas was a close confidante of Reginald Blomfield and it was 
Thomas who provided the illustrations for The Formal Garden in England published in 1892. 

The Mansion, completed in or around 1898, with the garden, follow the ideas promoted by Blomfield, in that the house and 
grounds should be designed together and in relation to each other. Blomfield advocated extending the principles of design which 
govern the house to the garden and grounds which surround it.  

This was a time known for merging historic ideas with the new. The garden style which emerged typically featured an open 
prospect with a terrace overlooking lawns or flower gardens. Design elements included the practice of yew trees clipped to shape, 
proportioned hedges, a long perspective but also a sense of enclosure, punctuated with statuary to form picturesque and scenic 
views. The garden at Headley typifies this approach, but with some fine tree planting added. 

A principle source of my information about Headley Court has been the Country Life article of 6 July 1912 which gives a particularly 
detailed architectural description of the house and the interior. It describes the situation of the house as ‘delightful’ nestling in the 
Surrey Hills. The photos show a mature formal style garden, rich in shaped well maintained yew hedges and topiary, which form a 
‘natural and convincing setting to the house.’ 

From the Country Life photographs and from the O.S. maps of the period it is easy to see how the garden looked in the first half of 
the 20th century.  A key feature was the carriage approach to the main entrance, which formed an axis that extended northwards 
through the landscape as an avenue of hedges and trees that divided the northern gardens into two parts: parkland to the west 
and formal gardens to the east. 

South Front 2017 © Gill 
Clarke 
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A Snapshot of Headley Court Garden cont… 

This carriage drive was bordered by substantial yew hedging, with regular wedge-shaped projections that swept down to 
ground level next to the roadway. It is reminiscent of the dahlia walk at Biddulph Grange. The hedges were cut in places to 
resemble train carriages and an engine – a reference to the family’s connection to the North Eastern Railway. The form of the 
engine can still be detected in the topiary. The avenue led to the principal north facing entrance where there was a walled rose 
garden close to the house.  Originally this had a dolphin sculpture surrounded by mulberry trees as its centrepiece.  This is no 
longer, altered to accommodate building in the 1950s but there is a smaller un-walled rose garden with topiary features now. 
To the east of the rose garden was an elaborate topiary hedge cut to resemble a balustrade, which formed a screen to the 
bridleway beyond. This too remains, tucked away behind the DMRC administration block. 

The main formal gardens are on the north-east side. This is where the terraced kitchen gardens, greenhouses, avenues, the 
bathing pool and the orchard with its fine semi-circular brick fruit wall are located. Today they are still used. The graded, broad 
terraces are ideal for walking rehabilitation and renewed greenhouses provide for horticulture training. The espaliered fruit 
trees - pear, apple, and plum - growing on the wall are doing well. 

To the south of the house the character of the garden is more open. There is a terraced walk bordering the Mansion with a lawn 
sloping down to a beech hedge arbour, and to the west of this is a series of curved hedges projecting into the lawn. There is 
also a remarkable and unusual sundial, sometimes called a moon dial. From the 1912 photos one can see the metal structure 
for the gnomon required to grow the yew correctly, with the plant only partly grown, but in perfect semi-circle order are the 
very small Roman numerals planted in box. The house at this time is heavily covered with creeper and wisteria. Today the scene 
is remarkably similar, although of course the hedging has grown and the numerals are chunky. 

Adjacent to the tennis court is the Beech Arbour. This was sometimes known as the Beech Cathedral such is its drama and 
magnificence. This is made up of an avenue of seven pairs of beech trees; the canopies have been allowed to meet, and the 
outside of the arbour allowed to grow to the ground. The inside branches have been cut to make the pathway to the gate. It 
was most likely planted about 1900. This lines up with the rhododendron walk through Nower Wood to the south which was 
once part of the Cunliffe estate. 

The Second World War brought major changes. In 1939 the Mansion was requisitioned for military use. It was occupied from 
1940 to 1945 by the Canadian Army as their Headquarters, and troops were accommodated in Nissen huts and other buildings 
on the estate, as well as elsewhere in the local area. 

In June 1947, Headley Court was acquired through charitable means by the RAF for use as a medical rehabilitation centre for 
aircrew. 

There was quite a lot of concern expressed in notes at the time (recorded at the National Archives) about the maintenance of 
the garden, that it should be maintained as a fitting place for recovery from the trauma of war. One file note questions the 
safeguarding of the grounds which were ‘accessible to the Public … in search of flowers and ornamental foliage.’  

  

Topiary Balustrade 2017© 
Gill Clarke 
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A Snapshot of Headley Court Garden cont… 

In the early 1950s new buildings were introduced to support the new function. A large portion of the land to the west of Clay Lane - the 
parkland - was taken over for accommodation units and sports areas. Closer to the Mansion the Treatment block and the Administration 
block have altered the former rose garden and the yew avenue. 

This period, however, was probably the most rewarding in visual appeal. The Commanding Officer (CO), writing in 1966 comments on 
the number of mature trees on the site, a double avenue of walnuts, the ash along Clay Lane, the beech Arbour, lime trees along Tilley 
Lane, box and juniper, the Atlas cedars to the west, and many more.  

Further changes came in the early 21st-century in particular with the development of a swimming and sports complex on the site of the 
principal glasshouses. 

The overall effect of the gardens, even in their reduced form today, is impressive. The southern garden is a fine semi-formal space 
redolent of the Edwardian era, which derives much of its impact from the topiary and is an ideal location for summer functions. The 
parkland to the north-west forms a pleasing setting for the approach to the house along the yew avenue (now without the hedge 
buttresses, but still proudly cut and adorned with stands of golden cypress), and is an ideal area for restful walks. The third area of the 
planned landscape, the formal gardens, has probably had the most changes and has therefore suffered from the problems of 
maintaining them as originally required. Nevertheless, much of the delight intended to be caused by this succession of partly hidden 
spaces with their vistas, focal sculptures and creative topiary can be seen today. 

As to who might have designed this garden it is not possible to be sure. Architect Edward Warren encouraged by his close friendship 
with Frances Inigo Thomas may have had a hand in its design, although he is not known to have worked on other gardens. The fine 
accomplished design of the orchard wall may be attributable to him. The plant suppliers in the area, Joseph Cheal and Sons who 
famously laid out Hever Castle garden, may have supplied or even designed some of the layout although I have found no evidence of a 
contract with the Cunliffe family. Or, which is more likely, Walter Cunliffe himself may indeed have been the main protagonist. Lord 
Cunliffe’s daughter, writing after her marriage as Ann Wedderburn Maxwell is clear that her father designed much of the garden 
himself. And Walter’s son Geoffrey quoted by the CO of 1966 notes that both his father and grandfather ‘were inveterate tree planters, I 
would say that most of the specimen trees were planted (by my father) in the last ten years or so of the 19th century.’ 

Headley Court is soon to close and the Defence Medical Rehabilitation Centre will move to Leicestershire. The property is on the 
market. The Mansion and all the structures in the garden are listed Grade II, although the garden itself is not on the Historic England 
Register of Historic Parks and Gardens. 

Acknowledgments: I am indebted to Lord Cunliffe for his personal involvement and interest, to David Mclaughlin for advice on British 
architecture, and to Group Captain Teresa Griffiths OBE ARRC PMRAFNS, Commanding Officer. 

  

The Orchard Wall 2017© Gill Clarke 
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Saying Goodbye to Sandy Brigstocke 

Sandy Brigstocke, one of the founder Trustees of Surrey Gardens Trust, died peacefully on 
23 March 2018, aged 95. A teacher and Headmaster by profession, he was a Trustee and 
active member of Council and the Schools Committee for many many years while also 
serving in local government, holding the positions of both Chairman of the Surrey 
County Council and of the County Planning Committee. He was always a generous 
supporter of the Trust and will be much missed. 

AGM on 8 December 
2018 

The Old Barn Hall, Great Bookham, KT23 
3PQ 

at 11.30 am 

Rosamund Wallinger will be our speaker 

“From Jungle to Jekyll” 

Rosamund’s talk will focus on 
her incredible discovery of an 

overgrown Gertrude Jekyll 
garden at her Hampshire 

house and her tireless pursuit 
restoring it to its former 

beauty.  Her talk will mark a 
fitting end to a year focused 

on raising funds for the 
digitisation of Gertrude 
Jekyll’s Surrey projects 
owned by UC, Berkeley. 

Winter Lecture 
Programme Dates 

2018/2019 

Head Gardeners and the 
Challenges of Maintaining 
Historic Gardens 

Saturday 23 February 2.30 pm 
Saturday 9 March 2.30 pm 
Saturday 13 April 2.30 pm 

Please note that the lectures in February and 
April will be held at the Leatherhead Institute, 
67 High Street, Leatherhead, KT22 8AH and the 
Lecture in March at the Wilfrid Noyce Centre, 
Crown Court Carpark, Godalming GU7 1DY. 

Full details will be revealed shortly both 
through our e-mail communication and on our 
website: www.surreygardenstrust.org.uk/
events.  

Save the Dates 

http://www.surreygardenstrust.org.uk/events
http://www.surreygardenstrust.org.uk/events
http://www.surreygardenstrust.org.uk/events
http://www.surreygardenstrust.org.uk/events
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Muslim Peace Garden , visit and talk  

by Helen Parvin

What a special space – a newly restored brick walled garden surrounded by high dark self-seeded coniferous woodland which 
gave a wonderful sense of enclosure and isolation. The site has been heathland since the bronze age and the scheduled 
monuments of the barrows lie just beyond the site. 

Elizabeth Cuttle, a trustee (and former Chair) of the Horsell Common Preservation Society, and long standing member of the SGT, 
gave us a talk on the history of the Muslim Burial Ground and provided the context to the newly created Muslim Peace Garden 
which was opened to the public by the HRH Earl of Wessex in 2015. 

We were then allowed into the garden to explore the space for ourselves. Once inside the double set of timber gates (replicas of 
the 1917 originals), under the almost Lutyens styled chattri (the Islamic style entrance) you are reminded of an eastern style 
paradise garden with water feature, rill, trees, Indian sandstone paths and a monolith monument to the former soldiers that were 
buried there – it is a wow sight.  

The Muslim Burial Ground was opened in 1917 and there were 19 WWI burials plus 8 from WWII. The mortality rate of the 
professional Indian soldiers was very high and the Germans said they were not being buried according to their religious rites, 
making claims that they needed to be properly buried hence the need for the Muslim Burial Ground. The reason Woking was 
chosen for its location was because of its proximity to the Woking Shah Jahan Mosque (built 1889). It is also the first purpose built 
mosque in the UK and northern Europe. 

The isolation of the site and the fact it was on common land where there are many constraints (on providing easy access for 
example) subsequently meant that in the 1960s the Muslim Burial Ground was severely vandalised and the war office exhumed 
the bodies and reburied them in war graves at Brookwood Cemetery . The secluded site was left untouched for decades even 
after English Heritage had listed it Grade II in 1984 until in 2010,  Woking Borough Council made the decision to restore the 
grounds. This is when Elizabeth Cuttle and the Horsell Common Preservation Society became involved in what to do with the 
scrubby internal space of the walled garden. After much fund raising the HCPS , the Muslim Community, Woking Borough Council 
and Historic England decided on the most appropriate Islamic design for the interior.  

Elizabeth Cuttle (centre in red gilet) 
introduced us to the Muslim Peace 
Garden, Woking.  
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Muslim Peace Garden visit 
and talk cont… 

The garden design was selected to make best symbolic use of 
the space, the poor heathland soil and the fact that it lay in 
common land that was isolated. The garden today holds 
significant symbolism – one Himalayan birch tree for each of the 
former burials and stone prayer mats facing Mecca. The trees are 
underplanted with delicate pink and white stripes of heather also 
facing towards Mecca, to reflect the pink and white heathers that 
had been planted at the foot of each gravestone. There are 
scented Rosa rugosa in each corner and the surrounding 
planting at the wall margins are now successfully planted with 
simple ferns, sedums, and verbenas. The walls , minarets and 
chattri have all been restored in accordance with early 
photographic evidence. The large rectangular shallow water 
feature and rill leading up to the Indian granite memorial stone 
was funded by and is maintained by Woking Borough Council. 
The names of each of the soldiers are cut into Portland stone 
plaques set into the granite memorial. The site is open 24/7 with 
the memorial stone lit at night. There are many overseas visitors, 
schools visits and local community groups who spend time in the 
space. I for one visit regularly as I find it a truly contemplative 
place to sit and saunter around quietly.  

Do take a moment to read the poem set out here written by a 
family member of Sikandar Khan, who was buried at the Muslim 
Burial Ground.

Peace and tranquillity at the Muslim Peace Garden 

In Memoriam, by Omer Tarin

(2018)
The saplings are reflected, shimmering in the pool, the calm 

shallows rippling; 

A little white bird flies suddenly, spectral. 

In this calm and lonely park, in this quiet coppice, 

the marble tablet glows with that long roll of names; 

your name is on it, too, dear uncle Sikandar, 

along with the rest of that gallant band from two great wars. 

So what praise or eulogy can I offer you all?  What plaudits 
may I sing? 

That are nobler than your deeds, that outshine or outlive your 
ultimate sacrifice, 

that brought you marching to those foreign shores, so far 
from your homes? 

By your ancestral hearths you are not forgotten  - some sing 
of you in 

the verses of Khushal Khan, some in the ballads of Mirza and 
Dullah’s strains, 

rising up to the glistening stars on glorious wings; 

In our hearts you are alive forever and in our children’s hearts 

and in the rushing swiftness of the rills that plunge down from 
the snowy hills. 

Yet, there are conflicting emotions too: sorrow, that we cannot 
stand by 

your headstone and say a Fatiha and lay down fresh flowers 
each day; 

and acceptance, that your courage carried you so far, 

To grace England with your clan’s honour and your name. 

In my mind, I ultimately see you now as an eternal wanderer 
of English verse, 

The eardstapa, far beyond all exile and mortality, 

forever alive and forever at peace, striding those woods, 

your countenance shining with a soft ethereal light. 



Happy memories of our fundraising 
event in July, thanks again to all our 
helpers and supporters.  
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Directory 

President: Dame Penelope Keith, DBE, DL  

Sarah Dickinson (Chairman) chairsurreygt@gmail.com 

David Hanson (Treasurer) dwhanson@btinternet.com 

Michael Craft (Membership Secretary) 
membershipsgt@gmail.com 

Sheri Sticpewich (Events Organiser) eventssgt@gmail.com. 

Sarah Dickinson (Editor) chairsurreygt@gmail.com.  

Tel: 07966271164 
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