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NEWSLETTER 

SGT Annual Schools Awards 2019 

by Wendy Cra!, Joint Chair, Schools Committee

In its 22nd year, our annual Schools Award Scheme continues to go from 
strength to strength. With the identification of a variety of common wild 
and garden plants, including trees, and the identification and description 
of the structure of these plants now a part of the national curriculum for 
Key Stage 1, the value and relevance of this scheme is undisputed.  

Grants are given to successful applicants from primary and nursery schools 
in Surrey who put forward a specific project for the improvement of school 
grounds for the benefit of children in Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and 
Key Stage 2. 

After a record response in 2018, this year the Trust has allocated £2,000 to the 
Awards.  The Schools Committee has decided to award three grants of £500 as we 
felt that it would help schools develop a more significant project. In the past the 
maximum amount we have given is £300. We will distribute another £500 in 
smaller amounts. Also, we have £200 worth of garden vouchers donated by 
Squires Garden Centres, who are kindly and generously supporting the awards 
scheme once again. 

We are delighted to report that we have overtaken last years record with thirty two 
grant applications received this year from a variety of schools. The judging will take 
place at the end of April. The projects are varied and include raised beds and 
planters to grow vegetables and flowers, the development of a school allotment, a 
wildlife pond, herb garden, hives for bees and a community garden.  

As part of the application process the school explains the impact of their project on 
the children. The learning opportunities are wide ranging from expanding the 
children’s knowledge of the natural world to providing places that enhance 
emotional well-being.   

We are a small committee and we would welcome more members. When we give a school a grant we like to visit and see the project. It 
would be really helpful if you feel you could get involved. It would mean visiting a school near to you and taking some photographs, 
talking to the staff and particularly the children. This information would be fed back, and we could use it in a future article in a newsletter 
or on the website. Your subscription pays for the grants and we feel that it is important you know how this is benefitting children in Surrey 
Schools. Never before has there been a time when learning about plants has been so important.  

If you feel you can help please contact me at wendy.craft@ntlworld.com. 

The photographs are kindly supplied by Milford School, Milford who used their grant to buy seeds and plants for their vegetable garden.
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George London: 
Discovering his Gardens  

Study Day at Fetcham Park, Surrey 
Saturday 11 May 2019 

Dr Sally Jeffery, highly respected Architectural and Garden 
Historian, will be leading the day and speaking to us along 
with local historian, Vivien White and the Head Gardener at 
Hanbury Hall, Neil Cook.  Dr Jeffery has summarised what 
the day will entail:  

‘George London’s Brompton Park nursery, which he 
ran with Henry Wise, and the many great gardens they 
made are famous. But no complete and detailed 
account of his career exists, and some elements of his 
career, such as his early employment by Henry 
Compton, Bishop of London, his knowledge of plants 
and plant co"ecting and his visits to Ho"and and 
France, are rarely discussed. We aim to fi" out the 
details and present a fu"er picture of the life and work 
of this talented man’. 

Dr Sa"y Jeffery.  

To join us for this exciting day visit 
www.surreygardenstrust.org.uk/events, 
and complete the Booking Form.  

Fetcham Park, rear view of the current house © Emma Sekhon

Garden Visits 
Programme 2019 

1 May 
Nymans, Haywards Heath 
Leonardslee Gardens, Horsham 

18 June  
Upton Grey, Hampshire 
(Now full with a waiting list) 
Green House Gardens, Hampshire 

3 July  
Long Barn, Sevenoaks Weald, 
Kent (Now full with a waiting list)  
Great Comp Garden, Sevenoaks, 
Kent (Now full with a waiting list) 

30 July 
Malverleys Gardens, Newbury 
Sandleford Place, Newbury 

4 September 
Inner Temple, London  
(Now full with a waiting list) 

17 October 
Millennium Seedbank, Wakehurst 
Place, Sussex 

Full details and booking information is 
available through the website, 
www.surreygardenstrust.org.uk/events. 
There are limited places on some of the 
visits so don’t delay. Please contact Michael 
Craft at membershipsgt@gmail.com if you 
would like to be added to a waiting list. 
Thanks go to Sheri Sticpewich and the 
Events team for another extensive and 
varied programme of visits. 
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Gertrude Jekyll’s Surrey Archive 
by Sarah Dickinson

The Surrey Archive element of the Jekyll papers forming part of the Reef 
Point Gardens Collection at the Environmental Design Archive (EDA), 
University of California, Berkeley is now fully digitally copied and available to 
view through our website. Please do take a look at this extraordinary body of 
work:  

www.surreygardenstrust.org.uk/jekyll-project and follow the link.  

Phase II to this project, following the launch of the new page on our website, 
is to expand this new portal to Jekyll’s work by adding all the remaining 
drawings, papers and photographs we are able to locate and access here in 
the UK. Currently we are working with the Surrey History Centre and the 
Godalming Museum and you will note that we have introduced references to 
the materials they hold as we support and fund the copying process.  

A set of forty one notebooks relating to commissions undertaken by 
Gertrude Jekyll, which include details of plants supplied to clients, is held at 
Godalming Museum. These have been copied digitally and Surrey Gardens 
Trust and Godalming Museum are working together to make these available 
on line through both the Godalming Museum website and through a link on 
our new Jekyll page. In the Interim, the Catalogue Entry 2202:41 Notebooks 
which belonged to Gertrude Jekyll, has been attached to the website page 
for your ease of reference. The documents can be viewed at Godalming 
Museum. 

Further plans and correspondence relating to other gardens designed in 
Surrey and beyond are held at the Surrey History Centre. These documents 
were discovered in the attic of a house in Sussex and were purchased by 
Surrey Record Office in 1997. Curatorial details of these documents can be 
found on the Exploring Surrey's Past website.  Nine Surrey gardens are 
included in this collection and digital copies of this material will be available 
to view on line through a link on the Jekyll page shortly.  

We are also exploring the potential of a Phase III to this project which could 
see six albums of Gertrude Jekyll’s own photographs (also part of the Reef 
Point Gardens Collection at the EDA, UC Berkeley) made available to view 
digitally through the website. These are available to view at the Godalming 
Museum on a microfilm with an accompanying Annotated Catalogue 
produced by Judith Tankard in 1990.  

We started Phase II with a surplus of approximately £941 from our 
fundraising efforts in 2018 for this work. As we explore Phase III and establish 
its viability we may be in fundraising mode again – watch this space! 

We are very pleased with this project. Not only have we been able to raise 
awareness of the diminishing visibility of Jekyll’s work and of the 
extraordinary legacy we have in Surrey but we have also been able to 
support this hugely important conservation project initiated by our great 
friend and supporter, Michael Edwards, and provide a precedent for other 
county gardens trusts to undertake similar projects. The Sussex Gardens Trust 
is already in discussion with the EDA at UC Berkeley.  

Images in order top to bottom are examples of the drawings now available to view 
and refer to four different Surrey gardens: (1) Banacle Copse, Witley (2) Camilla Lacey 
(3) Highmount, Spring Garden; and (4) Hatchlands Flower Garden.
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Discovering Gilbert White’s Garden (A Winter Lecture Talk 
by David Standing, recently retired Head Gardener for 38 years). 

by Anna Cade

Carved into a triangle of land in the village of Selborne 
in Hampshire, looking west towards the looming 
shoulder of the beech-clad Hanger, lies a pioneering 
naturalist’s garden with a remarkable history. 

The Revd Gilbert White (1720-93) lived at The Wakes, 
which had been his grandmother’s house, from 1730 
until his death.  Here he combined his interest in 
nature and his experiments in landscape design into a 
secluded rural idyll. 

The surrounding countryside provided the borrowed 
views much beloved of the 18th-century English 
Landscape Movement – but White did more than 
borrow the views.  He actively appropriated choice 
pieces of land beyond his boundaries to suit his needs 
– to make a peripheral walk around the fields, to cut a 
zig-zag path up one side of the Hanger at the top of 
which he built a hermitage (hermit services provided 
by his brother), and to cut another path up the flank of 
the hill. With his acquisitions, the site today comprises 
5 acres of gardens and 25 acres of parkland. 

Selborne was not only used to entertain his visitors, it also became a productive working garden – a ‘Ferme Ornée’ (‘ornamented farm’) 
with its fruit wall, and an area called Turners dedicated to growing huge quantities of vegetables.  

White wholly embraced the garden style of the time and thus Selborne included many popular 18th-century features.  Two ha-has were 
built to form a landscape park in miniature within which White placed a quincunx of firs, circular ‘basons’ filled with flowers, a wooden 
alcove, a revolving wine pipe (wooden port barrel), a barn, and less permanent constructions such as a Turkish tent.  Some improvisation 
was necessary as finances were not limitless, so his ‘statue’ of Hercules was cut out of wood and painted to resemble stone.  Olive oil jars 
picked up cheaply had handles added by a carpenter and were painted up to look like stone urns.   

We know all this because although no plans exist, White 
very helpfully kept a diary, his ‘Garden Kalendar’, along 
with other correspondence, notes and planting lists 
written in a blissfully clear script.  He also commissioned 
Samuel Hieronymus Grimm to paint watercolours of the 
house and grounds to illustrate his Natural History.  All this 
evidence has been gradually uncovered and painstakingly 
researched by our speaker, David Standing.  The garden 
was somewhat neglected when David arrived as Head 
Gardener in 1979.  He spent the next 38 years piecing 
together evidence uncovered on site and from the 
documents to create a picture of White’s original design 
with a view to its restoration. 

Kim Wilkie was brought on board in the early 1990s to 
produce a masterplan based on David’s research.  The 
new design implemented in 1992-4 enhances White’s 
original vision in order to make better use of the space to 
suit the needs of today’s many visitors to the garden and 

Cont/ on page 5… 

North East View of Selborne from the Short Lythe, by Samuel Hieronymus Grimm in 
Natural History and Antiquities of Selborne. 

One of the olive oil jars view point looking west to the Hanger. 
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SGT Subscription Fees A note from the Chair 
As I am drafting this our Spring E-Newsletter, one of three over the coming year, I feel very excited about the year ahead. We already 
have a huge over subscription for our Schools Awards despite increasing our grant funding to £2000. The Garden Visits programme 
incorporates ten gardens this year beyond the Surrey borders which build on the exciting Winter Lecture series with talks by Head 
Gardeners from a range of historic gardens and we are hosting an excellent and valuable study day on George London.  

I had the pleasure of speaking at the NGS Surrey garden owners lunch in March, explaining who we are and what we do in our 
outreach programme, literally opening gates both for school children by extending their outlook and for those living with disability 
through the Gateway project. There was huge interest and our leaflets will be on display at all the Surrey NGS gardens when they open 
this year.  

We explained at our AGM that we fulfil many of our objectives as a Trust through our time and enthusiasm but we would like to be able 
to reach further. The subscription income we receive helps us achieve our goals. The modest increase in our membership fee after a 
freeze of seven years will not only ensure that our increased costs are covered but also enable us to increase our grants. I do very much 
hope that you will all continue to support our efforts by renewing your subscriptions, joining in our events and encouraging others to 
do the same.   

I look forward to sharing our 2019 programme with you all over the coming months. 

Sarah Dickinson, Chair 

Discovering Gilbert White’s Garden cont… 

house which is now a museum.  Areas of interest are arranged as six radiating sections close to the house, set off by the open landscape 
beyond in Wilkie’s signature style of using the contours of the land to shape his designs.  Many of the original playful elements have 
been retained but repositioned – there is a new Hercules of fibreglass, for example.  David’s investigation of White’s planting lists and 
journals has led to the removal of the formal plantings put in during the Edwardian and Victorian periods, and flowerbeds have been 
replanted in a modern manner, whilst using many of the species that Gilbert White grew himself.  

David’s talk was not only a masterclass in methodical research but a hugely entertaining whirlwind of a detective story which kept his 
audience enthralled.  He showed us how to approach restoration intelligently and sensitively, allowing for innovation and development, 
but keeping true to this garden’s original spirit of a productive, entertaining space which is also a haven for wildlife and education.   

David’s research continues beyond his retirement (in 2017) and his clear enthusiasm and passion for this garden would delight Gilbert 
White himself. 

Congratulations to Mary Caroe,  who has opened her 
garden, Vann in Hambledon, under the National 
Garden Scheme for 50 years.  
At the NGS Surrey garden owners annual lunch in March, Mary Caroe, a founder Trustee of the SGT, was 
presented with a tree to mark an extraordinary moment in her life and that of her exquisite garden at Vann, 
Hambledon.  

The Caroe family have owned Vann for over 100 years and for well over half of those years, Mary has been the careful custodian.  The 
house is steeped in history with additions to the original timber-framed 16th-century house in every century, the most recent in 1907 
by W D Caröe.  Occupied in the 15th and 17th centuries by the mayors of Guildford, ownership has been traced from 1180 to the 
present day. 

Among the many highlights in the five acre garden, the unique Water Garden by Gertrude Jekyll in 1911 links a succession of small 
ponds fed by the cascade from the quarter-acre pond, dredged in 2017, crossed by stone paths and bridges banked with lush 
vegetation and 1,500 water-loving plants supplied by Miss Jekyll from her Munstead nursery.  The stream flows down to a wild White 
Garden, a blanket of snowdrops in February succeeded by narcissi, white fritillaries and martagon lilies, before disappearing into the 
coppiced woodland beyond. 

 Visit www.ngs.org.uk/Vann, to find dates of when the garden will next be open. 
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Lost Treasures at Strawberry Hill House 
by Helen Parvin

In early February, a small group attended Strawberry Hill 
House to view their outstanding exhibition  - Lost Treasures 
of Stawberry Hill, Masterpieces from Horace Walpole’s 
Collection.  The exhibition was interesting, with fascinating 
objects from his original collection (now dispersed 
throughout the world), rooms were fabulously opulent and 
demonstrated the skills of craftsmen employed at Strawberry 
Hill House in Twickenham. 

Sandra Pullen, herself a SGT member, led our group on a 
tour of the house and the exhibition, explaining the themes 
behind Walpole’s collection. We learnt that in ‘The Great Sale 
of 1842’ the collections were sold off and it has been a huge 
endeavour to reunite some 107 artefacts from around the 
world to display in this one-off exhibition.  The objects 
included some great portraits by Sir Joshua Reynolds, Hans 
Holbein, Van Dyck and Rubens; miniatures by Isaac and Peter 
Oliver; a carved Roman eagle from 1st century AD and a 
wood cravat carved by Grinling Gibbons. 

After lunch, our guide took us around the gardens and landscape 
that used to stretch down to the River Thames. At this time of year the 
gardens were bare but punctuated by a bed of brave snowdrops, 
hellebores and crocus (above).  The crow’s foot lime tree planting has 
been laidout in accordance with an old plan of the grounds (right) 
and a reproduction of his famous Shell bench sits with a view of the 
beautiful house. 

One of the borders fenced in the plants, something I had not seen 
before. The reason was that there were refuges in the fencing to 
accommodate potted orange trees in the summer. The dark green 
hedge at the back of the border would create a magnificent 
backdrop to show off these exotic plants. 

We walked down to the river to Radnor Gardens, where a surviving 
Grade II listed gazebo and summer house and a few walls are all that 
remain of Radnor House, built by John Robartes 4th Earl of Radnor.  
Radnor, as well as Alexander Pope were neighbours to Walpole’s 
Strawberry Hill estate.  Interestingly, we learned that these buildings 
stand near what was originally Cross Deep Ait, a small island that was later joined to the main shore of the Thames. 

Members thoroughly enjoyed the day, saw beautiful and unusual objects, appreciated mock Gothic fireplaces, windows and ceilings 
and admired the miniatures and paintings and learnt the history of how the estate and landscaped gardens developed. 

Congratulations to Rosamund Wallinger who has been awarded the British Empire Medal 

Our congratulations to Rosamund Wallinger, guest speaker at our AGM in December 
2018, who has been awarded the British Empire Medal for her services to Gardening 
Heritage and the Community in Basingstoke, Hampshire.  

As many of you learnt in December, Rosamund and her husband bought the Manor 
House at Upton Grey in the 1980s and then realised that in 1908 Gertrude Jekyll had 
designed their garden for Charles Holme, a leading figure in the Arts and Crafts 
movement. Through Rosamund’s efforts, the garden is now the most authentic 
restoration of a Jekyll garden.  

We will be visiting Upton Grey at the kind invitation of Ros in June 2019.  



�7

Carshalton House: A Landscaped 

Country Seat  by Jean Irvine Knight 

A Book Review by Sarah Dickinson

I was a delighted to receive a copy of this new publication from Jean Irvine Wright, 
a member of the SGT, and have enjoyed an excellent read from start to finish 
supplemented by an abundance of fascinating images.  

The opening foreword by Mark Girouard  sets the scene:  

‘I got to know the Carshalton Water Tower when I was researching into the way that the English upper classes washed 

(or didn’t wash) themselves, for my book ‘Life in the English Country House’ (1978). I was amazed, for I had seen 

nothing like it, in England or Europe. Never had cleanliness been more glorified and glamorised: a plunge -pool in a 

room lined with the prettiest blue and white tiles imaginable; spacious rooms and an orangery adjoining, for relaxation 

and parties a!er the bath; oranges to be lazily picked 'om the trees in their boxes outside the orangery; rising above the 

handsome building that resulted in a magnificent tower; at the base of the tower a water-wheel turned by one of the 

abundant Carshalton springs; high up on the tower, a capacious tank fed by the wheel, water 'om which had fi"ed the 

plunge pool, forced up a fountain in the formal gardens, and supplied the house across the gardens. Later in the 18th 

century formality was replaced by a romantica"y landscaped island and lake.’

The historic Grade II listed landscape garden comprises the area of the lake which fills naturally, but intermittently. Its mid 18th 
century informal form replaces that of a formal canal, designed by Charles Bridgeman for John Fellowes about 1715. However 
there is still evidence of his original work in the ha-ha and in the positioning of the Water Tower. 

The book traces the development of Carshalton House Estate from the beginning of the 18th century until the present day and 
describes the occupants; the development of the pleasure grounds, the Water Tower, the Hermitage, Sham Bridge and garden 
structures lost from the site. Included are Ancillary features, the service buildings and walled gardens, and the Mansion itself. 

In paperback form, the book has 266 pages and is truly fully illustrated in colour. Visit www.carshaltonwatertower.co.uk, to find out 
more about this interesting historic landscape and to purchase the book which you can do on line through the website.  

All the money raised by the sale of the book, after the printing costs are taken into account, will go directly into the Carshalton 
Water Tower and Historic Gardens Trust’s funds to assist in the upkeep of this unique property. 

The Water Tower, a unique Grade II listed early 18th-century garden building sited in the grounds of 
Carshalton House, Surrey. 
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President: Dame Penelope Keith, DBE, DL  

Sarah Dickinson (Chairman) chairsurreygt@gmail.com 

David Hanson (Treasurer) dwhanson@btinternet.com 

Michael Craft (Membership Secretary) 
membershipsgt@gmail.com 

Sheri Sticpewich (Events Organiser) eventssgt@gmail.com. 

Sarah Dickinson (Editor) chairsurreygt@gmail.com.  

Tel: 07966271164 

Surrey Gardens Trust.  Charity No. 1010787, a Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England and Wales No. 2651007. 
Registered office: The Oriel, Sydenham Road, Guildford, Surrey GU1 3SR.  A Member of the Gardens Trust 

Supporting the Gardens Trust 
by Sarah Dickinson

I would like to highlight our relationship with the Gardens Trust, the charitable body which acts as the statutory consultee for the 
historic designed landscape in England. The 36 county gardens trusts in England were part of an umbrella organisation, the 
Association of Gardens Trusts, until approximately five years ago when it merged with The Garden History Society. Our membership 
now of the Gardens Trust is of huge benefit to us as a county gardens trust. With the limited resources that it has, it funds a highly 
skilled conservation team and we are very often indebted to this team for planning expertise and support when responding to 
planning consultations which potentially impact on significant historic landscapes in Surrey. 

The Gardens Trust does have some funding support from and a close relationship with Historic England. However, its government 
funding is not guaranteed and continues undoubtedly as a result of the exemplary work of the Gardens Trust’s conservation and 
Historic Landscape Project officers. I have the pleasure in working closely with them in my capacity as a Director of the Gardens Trust 
and can therefore say first-hand what a dedicated and extremely talented team they are. The Gardens Trust is a national amenity 
society with a loud voice. 

While we benefit as a member of the Gardens Trust, it is itself a stand-alone charity and just like us relies on its subscription income to 
fund its work. You can be an individual member of the Gardens Trust as well as being a member of the Surrey Gardens Trust. It runs an 
extensive educational programme, has some very exciting trips and, of course, still produces the internationally renowned publication, 
Garden History, the Journal of the Gardens Trust. This highlights the overriding commitment of the Gardens Trust to the pursuit of 
eminent research in garden history, which as we all fully appreciate, is the backbone to meeting our objectives as charitable bodies 
with responsibility for raising awareness and preserving our historic landscape heritage.  

I would urge you all to take a look at the Gardens Trust website and see what is happening at a national level and how your support 
can make a difference.  

www.thegardenstrust.org. 

Don’t miss the final Winter Lecture 
of the 2019 series 

13 April 2019 
Russell Dixon, Head Gardener at 
Great Fosters 
The Alchemy of Gardening 

The Leatherhead Institute, 2.30 p.m. 

Go to www.surreygardenstrust.org.uk/events 
or email Sheri Sticpewich at 
evenyssgt@gmail.com to book. 


