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Report of the trustees for the year ended 30 September 2018 
 
The trustees are pleased to present their report together with the financial statements of the charity for 
the year ended 30 September 2018. 
 
Reference and administrative details 
 
PRESIDENT Dame Penelope Keith CBE DL 
 
DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES 
 
The directors of the charitable company (the charity) are its trustees for the purpose of charity law and 
throughout this report are collectively referred to as the trustees. The trustees serving collectively as 
‘Council’ during the year and at year end were as follows: 
 
 Mrs S F Dickinson  (Chairman from January 2018) 
 Dr M E Caroe 
 Mr M H Craft  (Membership Secretary) 
 Mr D W Hanson  (Hon Treasurer) 
 Mr D W Josey  (Minute Secretary) Retired July 2018 
 Lady G B Leggatt 
 Ms B J Lewis  (Company Secretary &  
    Vice-Chairman) 
 Mrs C G Sands  (Chairman until January 2018) 
 Mrs S A Sticpewich 
 Ms M D Woodward 
 
REGISTERED OFFICE:  The Oriel 
  Sydenham Road 
  Guildford 
     Surrey   GU1 3SR 
 
REGISTERED NUMBER:  02651007 
 
REGISTERED CHARITY NO:  1010787 
 
BANKERS:    HSBC Bank plc 
     Leatherhead Branch 
     18 North Street 
     Leatherhead KT22 7AR 
 
     Scottish Widows Bank plc 
     PO Box 12757 
     67 Morrison Street 
     Edinburgh  EH3 8YJ 
 
     Barclays Bank Plc 
     Guildford Branch 
     West Surrey Group 
     P O Box 317 
     Woking  GU21 1WT 
 
INDEPENDENT EXAMINER:  Chris MacAskill 
     Braywood Ltd 
     Chartered Certified Accountants 
     35 Station Approach 
     West Byfleet  KT14 6NF 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

The Council presents its annual report and the financial statements for the year ended 30 September 

2018.  The Surrey Gardens Trust (the Trust) is a company limited by guarantee and not having a 

share capital, and is a registered charity.  Members are unlimited in number.  The Trust is a member 

of the Gardens Trust, which was launched in July 2015 by the merger of the Association of Gardens 

Trusts with the Garden History Society. 

 

The Council 

There have been six meetings during the year.  In January 2018 Cherrill Sands retired as Chairman 

after two very successful years and Sarah Dickinson was elected by Council to succeed her. 

The work of the Trust is progressed by five on-going committees: Projects & Conservation; Events; 

Research and Recording; Communications and Schools. 

 

Objects of the Charity 

A summary of the objects of the charity as set out in its governing document: 

To promote the education of the public in matters connected with the arts and sciences of garden 

land; and 

To preserve, enhance and re-create for the education and enjoyment of the public, whatever garden 

land may exist or have existed in and around the County of Surrey. 

 

Finance 

In a year of greatly increased activity both on new projects and on existing work, several highlights are 
worthy of mention. 
 

Our income once again benefitted from a very successful programme of events, lectures and visits, 

which contributed a surplus of over £1,800, some £550 higher than in the previous year.  Meanwhile 

our income from Membership Subscriptions and related Gift Aid was virtually unchanged at £3,600, 

 

We were pleased that our Schools Awards programme attracted even more applications this year and 

Trustees were delighted to see the full allocation of £1,500 awarded.  The programme will definitely 

continue into a twenty-second year and the trustees hope to increase the allocation. 

 

The year saw the build and launch of a new website at a cost of £4,500; with running costs of both the 

new and old sites for parts of the year, total expenditure under this heading amounted to £5,500.  We 

have, however, seen a steady reduction in our mailing costs over the past two years as the website 

and email communication increase in importance. 

 

The very special project this year was the one to lead on the digitisation of a major part of the papers 

of Gertrude Jekyll held by the University of California, Berkeley.  The background and scope of the 

project are described later in this report; suffice to record here that between the decision to proceed in 

February and payment of the balance of the cost in July, some £16,000 passed into and through the 

Restricted Fund established for the funding of this project. 

 

As recorded in the Statement of Financial Activities and Balance Sheet, the Unrestricted Funds of the 

charity amounted to £16,085 at the year end, of which c£1,000 has been designated by the trustees 

as a first step towards the digitisation of further Jekyll papers held in the UK.  The general reserves of 

the Trust at the year-end were, therefore, close to the level considered appropriate by the trustees. 

 

Ambitions to increase the Schools Awards scheme, to develop the Grants programme, to extend the 

Gateway Garden visits and to proceed with further digitisation of the Jekyll Surrey portfolio are likely to 

require additional income, either from new fundraising or from an increase in subscriptions, or both. 
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The trustees remain grateful that all of the Trust’s activities are undertaken by volunteers who give 

generously of their time and skills, while controlling necessary expenditure on administration.  Council 

is also very grateful for the continuing support from Surrey County Council in allowing the use of its 

mailing facilities for the Trust’s AGM papers. 

 

Financial Reserves 

Council has considered that the Trust should hold general reserves of not less than £15,000 because 

of the risks to its income, which has been significantly dependent on grants from individual local 

authorities, which have now almost ceased.  Council monitors the situation carefully, particularly 

controlling expenditure in the light of the risk to the remaining element of local authority support. 

 

Risk Management 

The Trust’s activities are constrained by the modest level of its resources.  Council members consider 

that any risks are commensurately modest.  Council has examined these risks and confirms that 

systems are in place to mitigate them, should the occasion arise. 

 

Public Benefit 

Trustee training is by the handout of relevant information and by mentoring by established trustees.  In 

addition new guidance is circulated to the trustees.  All decisions by Council are made with the 

Objects of the charity in mind.  Lectures and courses as well as garden visits are organised on an 

educational basis and the development of school grounds for education and for enjoyment is 

promoted by means of the annual Schools Awards scheme.  Information gained by research and 

recording of historic designed landscapes is made available to the public wherever possible.  The 

Trust co-operates and assists with restoration, re-creation, maintenance and management of gardens 

and landscapes in response to specific requests. 

 

Membership and Events 

Membership at the end of the financial year was 204.  15 new members have joined the Trust during 

the year.  

 

The Events Committee organised an extensive and varied programme of lectures, study days and 

garden visits in the year, starting with an informative talk at our 2017 AGM by Dr Jill Raggett on ‘The 

Amazing Life of Taki Handa’, an extraordinary female Japanese horticulturist working in Britain during 

the early 1900s. 

 

The winter lecture series held at the Leatherhead Institute continued to be well-attended with numbers 

ranging from 42 to 66.  Katie Campbell’s discussion on ‘Persian Gardens: Ancient to Modern’ showed 

how these ancient designs, practices and plant choices continue to influence contemporary garden 

designers.  Kate Felus delighted attendees with humorous and little known facts about the use of 

select garden features in Georgian times.  Karen Bridgman’s talk focused on the research undertaken 

for Painshill’s American Roots exhibition, including a detailed study of plants used in 18th century 

pleasure gardens. 

 

The Trust commemorated the bicentenary of Humphry Repton’s death with study days held at two of 

Surrey’s most impressive Repton landscaped properties: National Trust (NT) Hatchlands and 

privately-owned Betchworth House.  For the Hatchlands study day, the Trust and the NT conservation 

team successfully collaborated on several projects including the reproduction of a bound copy of 

Repton’s Red Book for Hatchlands, a Repton Trail flyer for visitors, trail boards in the landscape 

denoting key features of Repton’s recommendations and printed copies of the Red Book for sale to 

visitors. 
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The Trust contributed funds and undertook the production of these various projects with the support of 

the NT Hatchlands conservation team.  The study day, ‘Breakfast and Bluebells’, took place in April 

with 50 members and guests enjoying a guided tour through the Repton landscape in glorious 

weather. 

 

The Betchworth study day attracted 64 attendees and was a full day with formal presentations by 

Cherrill Sands (SGT Council) on ‘Repton: The First Landscape Gardener’, Sarah Dickinson (SGT 

Chair) and Sheri Sticpewich (SGT Events) on ‘Repton’s Vision for Betchworth House’, and finally by 

Martin Higgins on ‘Other Designed Landscapes in Betchworth’.  The talks were followed by a private 

tour of Betchworth House and landscape, including viewing the original Repton Red Book and other 

important archival materials, courtesy of both Mr. Robert Hamilton and Corinna, Lady Hamilton.  In 

preparation for this event, the Trust was granted permission to produce printed copies of Repton’s 

Red Book for Betchworth for sale. 

 

In support of the Trust’s capacity as the principal charity facilitating the digitisation of Gertrude Jekyll’s 

Surrey garden design drawings and related correspondence, we held a fundraising event at Solars, 

the private garden of SGT Chair, Sarah Dickinson.  The Open Garden event attracted over 140 guests 

and the Trust succeeded in raising over £1,500 for the project thanks to entrance fees, sales of 

countless cups of tea and cake slices, a well-received raffle and takings from select stalls such as 

Surrey Bees, jams and wine.  In addition the Trust benefitted from the retiring collection at a lecture on 

Jekyll given by Michael Edwards (SGT Member) as part of the Heritage Open Days programme in 

Leatherhead.  At the end of the year, the Trust hosted a lecture on ‘Gertrude Jekyll; Artist, Gardener, 

Craftswoman’ at the Octagon Room in Godalming.  This evening lecture attracted a significant number 

of non-members, who will hopefully become future members of the Trust. 

 

The programme of summer garden visits focused principally on gardens and landscapes of historical 

significance.  In June we visited Reel Hall, the Arts & Crafts garden of SGT member Carolyn Smith in 

Shamley Green.  Carolyn has done a tremendous amount of research on the origins of the house and 

gardens and a presentation, combined with a tour of the gardens, allowed members to appreciate the 

continuing conservation of this beautiful Surrey garden.  The afternoon visit to Shamley Wood Estates 

contrasted nicely as its owner had redeveloped the grounds recently to maximise the views and create 

new entertaining areas as well as a productive kitchen garden. 

 

Our trip to Busbridge Lakes, the first since 2000, brought home the continuing need to support the 

preservation and conservation of Surrey’s historic gardens and landscapes.  Many of the historic 

features such as the hermit’s cave, grotto and Doric temple are in need of varying degrees of repair.  

The owners continue to grow their collection of rare birds and are trying to develop the site as a 

wedding venue. 

 

Sadly our planned trip to Hestercombe to celebrate the restoration of its Jekyll garden had to be 

cancelled due to limited numbers. 

 

In September, members thoroughly enjoyed tours by extremely knowledgeable guides of The Peace 

Garden at the Muslim Burial Ground and Brookwood Cemetery in Woking.  Elizabeth Cuttle, SGT 

member and trustee of the Horsell Common Preservation Society, provided a thorough overview of its 

history, the rationale for its planting plan and read a moving poem that brought home the 

overwhelming significance of the Burial Ground.  The Grade I listed site of the Brookwood Cemetery 

was the resting place for many of London’s dead from the mid-19th century and the guided tour 

highlighted many interesting features of the cemetery, including its flora and significant trees. 
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The last visit in 2018 was to the Deepdene Trail, giving members the opportunity to view the recent 

restorations of the terrace, the grotto, parterre and Hope Mausoleum.  Additionally, members will 

venture to London to see the exhibition on Repton and an extensive collection of his Red Books at 

The Garden Museum in Lambeth. 

 

Gateway Garden Visits 

After nine years of successful operation by Mary Caroe, Alex White took up the project with 

enthusiasm and a little trepidation this year.  The opportunity to visit some of Surrey’s wonderful 

gardens is very much appreciated by those whose lives are disadvantaged by disability and by those 

who care for them.  The tea added at the end of each visit is no small part of the overall enjoyment! 

 

The visitors this year came from St Dominic’s School, Hambledon; Cherry Trees, Guildford; Meath 

Home, Godalming; Bells Piece Cheshire Home, Farnham; and The Clock House in Milford.  They 

enjoyed a total of seven visits to Vann, Norney Wood, Hydon’s End, Westbrook and Chilworth Manor.  

The owners of these gardens are generous with their time and hospitality and we are extremely 

grateful to them for supporting this small but extremely valuable project, which we hope to expand to 

at least ten visits in 2019.  We are equally grateful to the Historic Houses Association for their financial 

support over the years.  This support is due for review for 2019 and we trust that the benefits are 

equally appreciated by them so that the support will be continued. 

 

Projects and Conservation 

Over a number of years, the Trust has given its support to a project initiated by Michael Edwards, 

architect and Jekyll expert, to copy digitally in high colour resolution the Gertrude Jekyll collection 

(previously part of the Reef Point Collection) held at the EDA, University of California, Berkeley.  This 

is a hugely important conservation project.  Open access to high definition colour images of Gertrude 

Jekyll’s work will enable better appreciation and understanding of the significance of this 

internationally acclaimed garden designer and plants woman and her enduring legacy. 

 

With time of the essence for the project to commence, in March 2018 the Trust signed a Memorandum 

of Understanding with the EDA to digitally copy that part of the collection which relates to Gertrude 

Jekyll’s work in Surrey gardens, approximately 925 items.  The project cost is approximately £16,000 

of which Michael Edwards had raised approximately £10,000 through the support of a number of other 

local groups including, anonymous donors, the Godalming Museum, the Surrey History Society and 

the Hamamelis Trust.  The Trust committed to meet the balance of £6,000, a sum which it was able to 

guarantee from its reserves but which Council committed to raise at least two thirds through publicity 

and fund raising events.  With the website up and running we were able to promote the project and 

our appeal very successfully, and exceeded the target of £4000 at the Open Garden event on 1st July, 

leaving a contribution of £1,159 to be made from the Trust’s reserves.  The work is running to 

schedule at the EDA and the collection will be available to view on line by the end of December 2018. 

 

Planning Consultations affecting Surrey’s historic parks and gardens (and assisting the work 

of the Gardens Trust as statutory consultee for the historic designed landscape) 

 

The Trust is contacted in many ways with requests for information and advice about historic sites.  

These are responded to by members of the Recording Committee.  Planning applications are 

monitored for sites on the Historic England Register of Historic Parks and Gardens and for others 

noted as of Local Interest.  Notifications of planning applications, are received via the Gardens Trust 

and direct from local planning authorities.  Many are of a minor nature and after consideration no 

action is required. 
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Some 45 planning applications were considered during the year.  Several involved proposals arising 

from development masterplans previously approved for schools such as Claremont Fan Court at 

Esher, City of London Freemen’s at Ashtead and St George’s College at Addlestone.  The masterplan 

approach is welcomed as it provides for an early consideration of Heritage and other environmental 

assets prior to detailed construction proposals.  Of particular note are the on going responses to the 

proposed road scheme for the M25/A3 interchange which, as currently proposed, will have a dramatic 

impact on parts of Painshill Park.  

 

There have been further applications for the residential development at the Broadoaks site at West 

Byfleet and for the conversion to residential use of the office blocks on the former Kuoni site at the 

Deepdene, Dorking. 

 

A strong objection was made about an application to replace agricultural buildings with five houses at 

East Lodge Farm adjoining Gatton Park.  Fortunately the proposal was refused by the local council. 

 

Schools: Annual Schools Awards 

The Schools Committee was again allocated the sum of £1,500 to fund the Annual Schools Awards 

scheme.  It is one of the principal aims of the Trust to encourage schools to develop their grounds and 

to create or further improve gardens in which the children can learn to appreciate plants and gain a 

knowledge of the wider environment around them.  The Trust has organised this scheme for twenty-

one years over which time the number of applications from schools has increased greatly. 

 

Details of the Awards were sent electronically to all state maintained primary and nursery schools in 

Surrey at the beginning of the spring term 2018.  The Flyer and Application Form were posted on the 

Trust’s website.  By the closing date at the end of that term twenty-six applications had been received.  

From these the Committee selected fourteen applications worthy of an Award and the money was 

apportioned between them according to merit and need. 

 

Priority was given to projects that involved growing plants or vegetables, and not for hard landscaping, 

greenhouses and play equipment.  Ten of the successful schools were also given vouchers kindly 

donated by Squires Garden Centres.  As many schools as possible were visited by committee 

members during the year. 

 

Research and Recording 

The Trust’s recorders contributed to the Repton celebrations by transcribing the Red Book for 

Betchworth and providing speakers, Cherrill Sands and Sarah Dickinson (partnered by Sheri 

Sticpewich) for the Betchworth Study Day, while providing background research for both the 

Betchworth and Hatchlands Study Day materials, including the Hatchlands Repton Trail leaflet and 

Trail Boards. 

 

Marion Woodward produced a fascinating exhibition on Gertrude Jekyll, entitled ‘Beyond the Boots’, 

for display at the Leatherhead Institute as part of the theme ‘Extraordinary Women’ for the 2018 

Heritage Open Days programme.  Fortunately it was ready for the Jekyll fundraising day at Solars in 

July, where it gave visitors a clear picture of the many talents Miss Jekyll possessed. 

 

Beryl Saich’s research on Blanche Henry has been prepared for publication in the Garden History 

Journal. 

 

Detailed information on Surrey’s sites on the Historic England Register of Parks and Gardens, 

including maps and illustrations, is being prepared for inclusion on the new website. 
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Sadly we have said goodbye to Don Josey who has moved to Sussex.  Don has been Secretary to the 

group and its most diligent researcher for many years and will be much missed; Surrey’s loss may be 

Sussex’s gain. 

 

Communications 

The Trust was delighted to launch the new website in March. This is proving to be a valuable tool for 

the Trust, facilitating preparations for the Events programme, hosting the now established E-

Newsletter and generally providing a platform for the Trust to communicate its activities and receive 

queries and feedback from members and interested parties.  

 

The Trust has also changed to a MailChimp e-mailing facility, which not only enables the Trust to 

circulate colourful and accessible communications but also, behind the scenes, enables its busy 

volunteers to assimilate attendee lists, for example, and to send out clear event instructions.  This not 

only enhances everyone’s enjoyment of the events but also saves valuable time for our small 

volunteer team.  It also enables the Trust to comply with the latest Data Protection Regulations 

(GDPR) when communicating with members. 

 

The Trust has also launched a new membership leaflet designed to communicate its key aims and 

objectives as a Trust, while highlighting the important outreach work it undertakes.  

 

The Future 

Following the success of the Jekyll Digitisation Project this year, the Trust will launch a new 

fundraising appeal in the New Year 2019, to copy digitally all further examples of Jekyll’s drawings, 

papers and photographs relating to Surrey gardens, of which we are aware, archived in the UK.  

These will be available to view along side the UC, Berkeley collection through the Trust’s website.  

 

In addition, the Trust will continue to work with Michael Edwards and outreach to other county gardens 

trusts to share with them our experience in working with UC, Berkeley, with the intention that they will 

engage in fundraising to enable the project to copy digitally the entire Gertrude Jekyll Collection to be 

completed.  

 

The Trust is very fortunate to have an engaged and enthusiastic membership and is delighted that 

events are so very well supported.  Following a very successful Saturday morning visit and mid week 

evening lecture in the 2018 programme, the trustees will continue to extend and vary events to 

introduce different times and venues. 

 

As a Trust we aim to continue to raise awareness of the importance of our designed landscapes and 

to attract new members.  We welcomed 15 new members this year but also said good-bye to some of 

our long-standing members leaving our overall membership total slightly down.  As a Trust, we pride 

ourselves on our ability as a small charity to make a real difference.  The Gateway and Schools 

Awards projects are as important as its conservation work.  The subscription fees are the backbone of 

the Trust’s income and largely determine the sums we are able to allocate to this valuable work.  In 

2019, we will be focusing on how we can encourage a wider membership as well as working to 

promote partnership with like-minded groups, whether they be gardening clubs, the NGS, horticultural 

or history societies.  We hope that greater visibility and understanding of what we do and what we 

have to offer will help with this campaign.  

 

All our committees are always looking for new members.  Do feel encouraged to get in touch and get 

involved.  Many hands make light work and we all have a lot of fun together.  

 

We value greatly our members’ support and their time and commitment to the Trust.  Thank you. 
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Trustees’ responsibility in relation to the financial statements 

Company and Charity laws require the trustees to prepare financial statements that give a true and fair 

view of the state of affairs of the charity at the end of the financial year and its financial activities for that 

period. In doing so the trustees are required to; 

- select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

-  observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP; 

- make sound judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

- prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to 

presume that the charity will continue in operational existence. 

 

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable 

accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and enable them to ensure that the financial 

statements comply with the Companies Act 2006 and the Charities Act 2011.  The trustees are also 

responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the 

prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

 

In preparing this report, the trustees have taken advantage of special provisions of Part 15 of the 

Companies Act 2006 relating to small companies. 

 

Appointment of Independent Examiner 

 

A resolution to re-appoint as Independent Examiner: Chris MacAskill of Braywood Ltd, Chartered 

Certified Accountants, 35 Station Approach, West Byfleet, will be proposed at the Annual General 

Meeting. 

 
By Order of the trustees: 
 
 
 
 
Director....................................... 
 
B J Lewis 
 
Dated: 29 October 2018 
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REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT EXAMINER TO THE TRUSTEES  

 
 
I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 30 September 2018 which are set out on pages 
12 to 18. 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
 
The charity’s trustees (who are also the directors of the company for the purposes of company law) are 
responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The trustees consider that an audit is not required for 
this year (under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Charities Act’) and that an independent 
examination is needed. 
 
Having satisfied myself that the charity is not subject to audit under company law and is eligible for 
independent examination, it is my responsibility to: 
 

- examine the accounts (under section 145 of the Charities Act) 
- to follow the procedures laid down under the General Directions given by the Charity 

Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act)  
- to state whether particular matters have come to my attention 

 
Basis of the independent examiner’s report 
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual 
items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any 
such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an 
audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair view’ and 
the report is limited to those matters set out in the next statement. 
 
Independent examiner’s statement 
 
In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 

1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect, the trustees have not 
met the requirements 

 
 - to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; and 
 
 - to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the 

accounting requirements of the Charities Act. 
 

2) to which in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of 
the accounts to be reached. 

 
 
 
 
 
Chris MacAskill 
for and on behalf of 
Braywood Ltd 
Chartered Certified Accountants 
35 Station Approach 
West Byfleet 
Surrey KT14 6NF Dated:       October 2018 
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Statement of Financial Activities  
 
 

  Year to 30 September 2018 Year to 30 September 2017 
 Notes Unrestricted Restricted  Total Unrestricted Restricted Total 
  Funds Funds Funds Funds Funds Funds 
  £ £    £ £    £    £ 
Income from        
        
Grants and donations  305 13,392 13,697 200 - 200 
        
Charitable activities 5/6 12,067 1,623 13,690 12,662 - 12,662 
        
Investments : bank interest  12 2 14 20 1 21 
        

Total income  12,384 15,017 27,401 12,882 1 12,883 
        
        
Expenditure on        
        
Raising funds  - 157 157 - - - 
        
Charitable activities:        

- Members’ events  6,170 - 6,170 7,336 - 7,336 
- Membership services  5,813 - 5,813 1,361 - 1,361 
- Awards and Grants 7 1,896 16,017 17,913 3,700 - 3,700 
- Publications 9 251 - 251 264 - 264 
- Other 10 561 - 561 473 - 473 
- Advertising & publicity  563 - 563 150 - 150 
- Governance 11 1,688 - 1,688 1,270 - 1,270 

        

Total expenditure  16,942 16,174 33,116 14,554 - 14,554 
        
        

Net income (expenditure)  (4,558) (1,157) (5,715) (1,672) 1 (1,671) 
        
Transfer between funds 8 (1,159) 1,159 - - - - 

        
Net movement of funds  (5,717) 2 (5,715)    
        
        
Reconciliation of funds        
        
Total funds brought forward  21,797 2,228 24,025 23,469 2,227 25,696 

        
Total funds carried forward  16,080 2,230 18,310 21,797 2,228 24,025 
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Company number: 02651007 

 

Balance Sheet as at 30 September 2018 
 
      2018      2017 
 Notes     £      £ 
Fixed Assets at net book value     
  -  - 

  -  - 
     
Current Assets     
Stock : books for resale  1,744  1,418 
Prepayment  335  195 
Current account – Barclays  1,808  1,007 
Current account – HSBC  1,204  2,063 
Current account – HSBC Events  841  3,620 
Scottish Widows account (general)  7,829  5,998 
Scottish Widows account (legacy)  8,868  13,085 

  22,629  27,386 
     
Less Liabilities     
Creditors falling due within one year  809  774 
Prepaid subscriptions          2,012  2,111 
Event receipts in advance  1,022  - 
Deferred grant:  
       Evelyn Conference Proceedings 

  
476 

  
476 

  4,319  3,361 
     

Net assets  18,310  24,025 

     
The funds of the charity     
Restricted income funds 12 2,230  2,228 
Unrestricted income funds:     
        General 13 15,139  21,797 
        Designated 13 941  - 
     

Total charity funds  18,310  24,025 

  
 

For the year ended 30 September 2018 the company was entitled to exemption under section 477 of 
the Companies Act 2006. No members have required the company to obtain an audit of the accounts 
for the year in question in accordance with section 476. The trustees acknowledge their responsibility 
for: 
 

i) ensuring the company keeps accounting records which comply with Sections 386 and 387 
of the Companies Act 2006; 

ii) preparing accounts which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the company 
as at the end of its financial year, and of its income and expenditure for the financial year 
in accordance with section 394 and 395, and which otherwise comply with the 
requirements of the Companies Act 2006 relating to accounts, so far as applicable to the 
company. 

 
These Financial Statements were approved by the Trustees on 29 October 2018 and signed on their 
behalf by: 
 
 
____________________________                                    ____________________________ 
              
B J Lewis, Director                                            D W Hanson, Treasurer 
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      NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2018 

 
 
1. STATUTORY INFORMATION 

 
Surrey Gardens Trust Limited is a charitable company, limited by guarantee, registered in 
England & Wales. The company’s registered number and registered office address can be 
found on the Company Information page. In the event of the charity being wound up, the 
liability in respect of the guarantee is limited to £1 per member of the charity. 

 
2. Accounting policies 
  
    Basis of preparation 
 
 The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting 

by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their 
accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2015) – (Charities SORP (FRS 102) and 
the Companies Act 2006 

 
 Surrey Gardens Trust Limited meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS 102. 

Assets and liabilities are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction value unless 
otherwise stated in the relevant policy note.  

 
The principal accounting policies adopted in the preparation of the financial statements are set 
out below. 
 
Income 

 
 Income represents subscriptions, donations and the surplus on activities. Subscriptions paid 

in advance are deferred to the relevant year. Income received in advance of an event is also 
deferred until the event date. Donations and any surplus on activities is credited in the period 
in which it is received. 

 
 Interest on funds held on deposit is included when receivable and the amount can be 

measured reliably by the charity; this is normally upon notification of the interest paid or 
payable by the bank. 

  
 During 2002 a restricted fund was established as a grant was received for a specific project. 

Restricted funds are used for specific purposes as laid down by the donor. Expenditure which 
meets those criteria is identified to the fund. 

  
 In the year to 30 September 2007 grants totalling £3,000 were received as contributions to the 

cost of publishing the proceedings of the Evelyn Conference held in the previous year.  This 
grant is being written off as the books are sold.  There were no sales in the year to 30 
September 2018. 

 
 During 2018 a Restricted Fund was established for the funding of the digital copying of the 

Surrey portion of the collection of Gertrude Jekyll documents held at the University of 
California, Berkeley.  The necessary funding was secured during the year and full payment 
was made for the work.  The Fund was, therefore, closed before the year end on 30 
September 2018.  The Fund’s activity within the year is reflected in the SOFA on page 12 and 
in Notes 8 and 12 and described in the Report of the Trustees on page 7. 
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 Expenditure 
 
 Expenditure is charged in the period to which it relates.  Payments made in advance of events 

are deferred until the date of the event. 
  
 
 Stock 
 
 Stocks of books for sale are valued at the lower of cost and estimated net realizable value. 
 
 
3. Accumulated reserves 
 
 The loss for the period to 30 September 2018 has been subtracted from the reserves brought 

forward making an accumulated reserve of unrestricted funds of £16,080 (2017 - £21,797), 
and restricted funds of £2,230 (2017 - £2,228). 

 
 
4. Trustees’ remuneration 
 
 No trustee received any remuneration or other benefit in respect of their services as trustees 

of Surrey Gardens Trust (2017 - £nil). 
 

 Amounts totalling £1,108 (2017 - £918) were reimbursed to seven trustees (2017 – six) for 
expenses relating to postage, travel, printing, refreshments and members’ visits, paid by them 
on behalf of the Charity. 

 
 
5. Income from charitable activities 
  

 
 
6. Income from charitable activities: Book sales 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 
 2018 2018 2018 2017 
 £ £ £ £ 
Membership Subscriptions   3,117 -   3,117   3,135 
Gift Aid      523      76      599      502 
Members’ Events   8,000 -   8,000   8,606 
Book Sales      427 -      427      419 
Fundraising - 1,547   1,547 - 
     

Total 12,067 1,623 13,690 12,662 

      2018      2017 
         £        £ 
General book sales 12 97 
Repton Red Book for Betchworth 380 - 
Broome Park project 18 6 
Gilpin project 17 71 
Evelyn Conference Proceedings project - 245 
   

Total 427 419 
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7. Expenditure on charitable activities: Awards and Grants 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
8 Expenditure on charitable activities: Project Donation 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 To complete the funding for this Project, the Trust made this donation  

to the Restricted Fund which had been established for the purpose. 
 
 
9. Expenditure on charitable activities: Publications 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
10. Expenditure on charitable activities: Other 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

      2018     2017 
      £     £ 
Schools Awards 1,500 1,500 
Repton Project 296 - 
Gateway Garden Project 100 100 
M B Caroe Will Trust - 1,500 
Friends of Chertsey Museum - 300 
Old Kiln Museum Trust - 300 
   

Total 1,896 3,700 

 2018 2017 
       £       £ 
To the Jekyll Digitisation Project at the  1,159 - 
         University of California, Berkeley   

Total 1,159 - 

         
2018 

             
2017 

       £       £ 
General books 20 43 
Repton Red Book for Betchworth 231 - 
Broome Park project - 1 
Gilpin project - - 
Evelyn Conference Proceedings project - 220 
   

Total 251 264 

 2018     2017 
       £       £ 
Recording Group 168 74 
Affiliation Fee to The Gardens Trust 368 374 
Subscriptions 25 25 
   

Total 561 473 
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11. Expenditure on charitable activities: Governance 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
12. RESTRICTED INCOME FUNDS – Current year 
 

 
 Balance at   

1 October 2017 
Incoming 

resources 
Outgoing 

resources 
Balance at 30 

September 2018 
  £ £ £ £ 
 Jekyll (Reef Point) Fund - 16,174 16,174 - 
 Garden Database Fund 2,228 2 - 2,230 
  -------------------------------- --------------------------- ------------------------------- ------------------------------- 
  2,228 16,176 (16,174) 2,230 
  ===================== ================== ==================== ==================== 
 
 RESTRICTED INCOME FUNDS – Previous year 
 

 
 Balance at   

1 October 2016 
Incoming 

resources 
Outgoing 

resources 
Balance at 30 

September 2017 
  £ £ £ £ 
 Garden Database Fund 2,227 1 - 2,228 
  -------------------------------- --------------------------- ------------------------------- ------------------------------- 
  2,227 1 - 2,228 
  ===================== ================== ==================== ==================== 
  
 
 PURPOSE OF RESTRICTED FUNDS 
 
 The Jekyll (Reef Point) Fund was established for funding the digitisation of the Surrey portion of 

Gertrude Jekyll’s papers held by the University of California, Berkeley.  The necessary funding, 
including the donation from the Trust shown in Note 8, was secured before the year end and full 
payment was made for the work.  There was, therefore, no balance in the Fund at year end. 

 
 The Garden Database Fund provides for the use of professional support if required for the 

inputting of records to a database, for example if there is an urgent need. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2018 2017 
       £       £ 
Independent Examination 1,014 774 
Council Administration 674 496 
   

Total 1,688 1,270 
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13. UNRESTRICTED INCOME FUNDS – Current year 
 

 
 Balance at   

1 October 2017 
Incoming 

resources 
Outgoing 

resources 
Balance at 30 

September 2018 
  £ £ £ £ 
 General Fund 21,797 11,443 (18,101) 15,139 
 Jekyll Fund - 941 - 941 
  -------------------------------- --------------------------- ------------------------------- ------------------------------- 
  21,797 12,384 (18,101) 16,080 
  ===================== ================== ==================== ==================== 
 
 UNRESTRICTED INCOME FUNDS – Previous year 
 

 
 Balance at   

1 October 2016 
Incoming 

resources 
Outgoing 

resources 
Balance at 30 

September 2017 
  £ £ £ £ 
 General Fund 23,469 12,882 (14,554) 21,797 
  -------------------------------- --------------------------- ------------------------------- ------------------------------- 
  23,469 12,882 (14,554) 21,797 
  ===================== ================== ==================== ==================== 
  
 
 PURPOSE OF UNRESTRICTED FUNDS 
 
 The General Fund is an unrestricted fund used for the day to day running of the charity. 
 
 The Jekyll Fund is an unrestricted fund designated by the trustees to enable the digitisation of 

the papers of Gertrude Jekyll held in the UK, thus building on the digitising of the Reef Point 
collection at University of California, Berkeley, which was fully funded in 2017/18. 


